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The Antiquity, and Univerfality of 
the Catholick Religion : againſt 
the protane Novelties of 

all Hereſies. 


Travſlated into Engliſhby A.P. 


Very profitable for all ſuch as defire in 
theſe dangerous times, to embrace the true. 
ot Jeſus Chciſt-, and to remain, 
free from allinfe&ion of falſe do- 
Qrine, as in the Preface more at. 
largeis declared. | 
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7 0 THE. CHRISTIAN 
Reader z4alows of Truth,and de- 
frrons of Saluation : «AP. 


th the knowle 
_ :one in this li - 4, 
the fruition of the 0- 


ther in the life 


| £0 COMe., 


| 7 PRESENT thee here(gentle Rea- 
] der)the ancient BatherP* Vincent its 
= a , Native indeed of France 
OO in an Exgloſh habit: 2 
_ though lirtle, yer learned;& no 
e proficable hen fl pleaſant:of ſmal 
| nr thoure Crete quan 
__ rare thou conſider t 
| quaitty.. Dyiſcourſe' is:not-of 
gatherin md G g together: the 
pelf of this als ickoakakeck 
Courrely lcedof Gods:word, and 
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The Preface © 
putreth man in a dangerous Rare, if 
wecredit him who bn rech , for 
our ſake became poor : Mat 2 3.22, 
and 19.24. it diſputeth not of at- 
tire, nor of the art ob pampering this 
corruptible carcae, which broughr 
that gay belli-god , of whom we 
read in the Goſpel, Lae.16.to the 
furious ffames 'xnd endiefſe tor- 
ments of Hell fire : it profecuterh 
not wicked and wanton diſcourſes , 


which corrupt guod manners, being. | 


in yery deed the bellows to kind 
the colcs.of carnality, the noutces 
uncheltc 2nd the very bait 
with which the. Dei! doth daily. 
angle and \catch_ the \wnfotrutare 


fouls of men : But it handicth chat. 


which «edoundecth to the benefic of 
our foul, crewed rs the xomage of. 
God, and ſhewetb nsche way how. 
we may to goretnthis frail yeſid of 
Wicked workd, thec atleſfi wemny: 

| ſafely 


>. > we fon mw a a cc. om co EL. I. 


to the Reader. 
fafely artiye at the port and harbouc 
of Celeſtial happineſſe. For if the 
firſt Rep to heaven be to belicye a= 
right, and the foundation and 
of all ſalvation be faith, as 
think no mancan doubt, that be- 
lieyeth chat there is avy God or 
truth ac all, chen cannot this golden 
Treatiſe but be acceptable co all ſuch 
as loye Jelus Chrift, and tender che 
ſalyatienof their fouls., being as ic 
were the heavenly pillar of fire thae 
may guide us through the defere of 
this world,uato the land of prtomite, 
| Exod. 13. and that glittering ar, 
| toJead us umo the new bam King 
of the Jews and Saviour of man- 
' kind. Afar. 2. But totheend that 
| thou mayſtmore plaialy and par- 
| ticularly yiew the and. 
| great neceffity of thus rare book 
and as it were with Adaſes, from the: 
| top of Mount Nebo, contemplate 
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Milk and Honey, Dewt. 34. Iwill 
briefly ſet down tuch motivesas in- 
yited me to the labour of tranſlating 
it; for the ſelf fame, as I yenly 
think, cannot but inflame thee to the 
diligent reading of it alſo. Three 

incipail reaſons then eſpcaally 
INCA. me. The firſt was, ws c 
It is yery ancient, being written aboye 
eleyen hundred years paſt, for it was 
_—_— three years after the ge- 
nerall 


Councell of Epheſus, asape 
_ in the conclutioa of the. 


ok. And as the Authour himſelf is 


of great _—_— to is his doctrine: 


more antient, being the elf tame 


which flouriſhed inhis time , - and. 


came from the Apoliles. of Chriſt : 


Which thing as it was never of any 

man doubted. of , fo it 1s alſo 
moſt apparent :- Firſt; by found rea= 
fon, grounded in Gods word ;  be- 
cauſe when any man writerh ought. 
concerning faxh and icligion , _ 


1” fr coo oO DD eamhm Dn aeanbn Re tt = FO OnyYt mm Aa ne =o ow 


- 4 


To the Reader. 


the fame is not controld of any of 
thar time; it is an eyident argument, 
that it was conſonant to the dottrine 
cheq gectally raught arid received, 
otherwiſe thoſe Paſtours and Doe 
fours which God(as S. Paul faith) 
hath givt#h,that we be not litthe ovies, 
waotring tri tarried abont with e- 
very blaſt of doftrme , Epht). 4. 
conld nevet haye held their peace , 
but would, as the Prophet admv- 
niſheth, Have cried owt, exalted 
thery wore like a tyumpet, Eſa. 5 $. 
£5 we find in like cate, theliceriti- 
os' Nicholaits noted by S. John 
fot their falie doctrine : Apoe. 2. 
Himeyens and Philerxs reptoyed by 
S. PayL for an errom about the re 
ſirrection., 2.719: 2. Secondly, be- 
cate the atithour himſalf dothnor 
oy confefſe the fartie', in ſetting 
down the anſwer of many excellent, 
tioly, andlearned men;which lived 
Whis-dates; nor only becauſt he acs' 
« knows- 


The Preface 
knowledgeth that what he hath 


here written, he received it from his 
anceſtours , and forefathers, both 
which he doth in the yery firlt en 


trance , and generally throughout | 


the whole book : burt- eſpecially for 
that towards the later end he fo 
highly commendeth the generall 
Councell of Epheſus , that is , the 
Parliament. of the world : which 
ſurely he neyer wold haye done, had 
he not joyned with them in opinion, 
concerning faich and religion; and 
what their opinion was himlſelf re- 
cordeth , for he faith that thoſe Fa- 
thers,inſpircd by God,decreed that 
nothing was to be beleeyed, but that 
which the facred antiquity of our 
forefathers agreeing together in 
Chriſt, had holden and velieved. 
W hich ſurely is a notable argument, 
that what faith was by Chriſt plage 
ted, and his Diſciples preached, was 
by them carefully kept and maintair® 


ed 
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 -Tothe Reader. 
ed : which thiag is etpecially of us 
Engliſh-men to be noted , becauſe 
the firlt four Generall Councells , 
amongſt which this of Epheſus iS 
one, and the third in order, are wor- 
thily allowed by a& of Parliament. 
4nwo1. Eliz, Wherefore moved 
with ſuch reatons, we may without 
all ſccuple: or doubt, not onely read 
this book , but allo embrace and en« 
tertain it, as the common doarine 
of that time.25 the religion practiſed 
and reyerenced in the primitive 
Church, as the faith and belief of the 
Epheſinze . Councell, & lo conlequent- 
ly, as the true doctrine of Jeſus 
hriſt, Now then ſeeing we live in 
thoſe daies in which ſo many new 
| ſets and doctrines, {uch (range and 
monſtrous opinions , ſuch ſuperſtiti- 
ous and new-fangled deyites flic up 
& down the world, & ſeeing weare 
fallen into the later times in which 
Men (hall heap np to themſelves 


a 2 maſters. 


| The Preface. 
maſters according totheir own de- 


fires, and ſhall not indure ſound do» 
Erme , but avert their ears from 
truth, and be coxverted to fables: 2 
— Tim4+eIn which i227 ſhall love plea» 
ſures more then God, have a (hew of 
godlineſſe but yet denying the vertae 
tberof : 2 Tim. 3. In which many 
ſeoffers ſhal come walking according 
to their ows deſires whodevidethem- 
ſelves, ſenſuall. not having the ſpirit. 
In which many falſe (i broſts.G mar 
nftalje Cr rophet s ſhal ariſe & ſeduce 
wer: Very neceſſary it 1s being thus 
tore-warned of God , that before all 
things we take great heed not to be 
peryerted,and teduced by erraneous 
reache. s or falſe Prophets but on the 
contrary do diligently prelcrye our 
fanch.the light of our fouls, the root 
& toundation of al goodnels, & with 
cur which it t wpeſſib!e topleaſeGod 
as S. Paul faith. W herin we can take 
no berter courſe /no way more ſure, 
then to repair cothe tine of the pri= 
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mitiye Church, whenthe bloud. of 
Chriſt was yecfreſh bleeding in mens 
hearts, hen the Goſpelwas inſtantly 
| preached, firmly beleeyed, ſincerely 
raQiled, confirmed by miracles, e- 
ftabliſhed by the death of ſo many 
Martyrs ;- eſpecially being exhorted 
hereunto by-the holy ſcriptures : for 
as by them we are admoniſhed of 
the dangers and troubles of the later 
dayes, to are we for a preſeryatiye a- 
gainſt them , ſent to ancient times to 
condu@ us to Gods true religion. 
Stard , 1aith the' Prophet leremy 
Chap.6. upon the way and inquire of 
the ancient paths,which is a good w 
& walk. in that and-you fhal find reſt 
for your ſelves. Solomon likewiſe in 
his Proverbs admoniſheth us in this 
fort : Do not paſſe the ancient bounds 
which thy Fathers have ſet down: 
—_ 22, And ing Ecdeſiaſticus, 
Ch.8. Do not ſet light by the report of 
thyelders for beers learned of 


oy $ bear. 
1 


. 


The Preface 
their forefathers, becauſe of them 
ſalt thou learn under ſtanding, and 
1 the time of neceſſity ſhalt thou give 
#uſwer T othe end therefore { gentle 


Readet ) that thou be not carried a= 


way with the {weet benedictionsof 


thole licenuous maſters, with which 
the later times, according to the pre- 
ditions of the Apoliles, ſhould be 
much peltercd, nor leduced with the 


erroneous doctrine of thole talle. 


Prophets, and falle Chriſts, of which 
the ton of Gad. the true Prophet and 
true Chriſt, hath forewarned us ; and 
that thou mayeli find out a good 
way to walk in, and keep thee 
as, the ancient bounds tet down 
by our forcfathers,and by their report 
learn wiſdome and underſtanding : 
I am to requeſt thee to vouchfate 
the reading of this old Father newly 
tranſlated, and 1 nothing doubt bur 
thou wilt give that cenſure which the 
Queenof Sheba gaye of the wildome 


of So/omon, 3.Reg io. The. 


\. The ſecond reaſon which fet me 
torward was , for that I find this 
book not written againtt ſome one or 
a ſew particular falle teachers ( as 
Se. eAwguſtine and divers ancient 
learned Doctours did againſt the 
eArians, Pelagians, and tuch like) 
buragainli al] herefie , or exronequs 
doctrine whatſoever; which is a thing 
of {o great importance, as I know 
not What can be devifed more. 
What gold were too much, or what 
treaſures too dear for that medicine 
Which had vittue to cure all diſea- 


_ (es? Falle dodtrine and herefie is a 


great ſore, a canker more peltilent 
then any corporall infirmity what» 
ſoever, leeing this worketch onely 
the tenuporall defiruRtion of our bo» 
dy , but that cauſeth death both of 

y and foul everlaſting. In e- 
ther books we find che contutation 
of {ome [peciall point of falle de- 
Lirine ; in many the — 
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of divers ; but to deſtroy all at one 
blow, and thoſe each fo contrary to 
themiclves, ſo diſtin& tor time, {o 
diyers for place, ſo many for num- 
ber, 15a property. peculiar onely to 
this molt excellent treatiſe : and 
therefore it may fitly be compared 
to that miraculous. pond , whereof 
we read in the Goſpell, John.s5. 
which cured all diſeaſes ; for as that 
water,moved by the Angell , cured 
whatlocver egicy of him that 
firR entred in : fo this book written , 
no doubt;by the motion of the holy 
Ghoſt, hath force to cure any tuch as 
3s-corrupred with erroneous doctrine, 
er to preferye him from all infe&i- 
en, if he youchlate to enter in, that 
is,to read it,to conſider , and weigh 
diligently what is faid,and diſcourt- 
&d of. The reaſon why this book 
hath this rare quality, in my opint- 
on is, becauſe it ſheweth the right 
way. of expounding Gods diyine 
Scripture 
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Scripture, in which ſo many to the 
great danger of mens louls, do fo 
oreatly go a ſtray : and therefore as 
David oveiihrowing Golras the 
chief Champion of ;he camp , put 
all the Philitins to flight, 1 Reg.17., 
ſo nomarvell , though this anciegs 
Authour ditcovering the talle expo* 
Grions and gloſles of tacred Seri» 
pure, the piincipsl pillar of all poir 
loned doetrine, oyerthroweth allo 
2} wicked hereſie, 

The third and laft motive which 
iocouraged me to this labour , and 
ought partly to move thee to the 
reading, is « brevity of the work. 
the nneneſle of the methad, the elo- 
quence of the (hie : and therefore 
it long and large volumes do littk 
pleaie, this is ſhort which -cannoi 
cauſe diſlike; if confuſion be ingrate- 
full, a methodicall order can not but 
like thee ; if a file harſh and courte 


ficetb not thy talic, then I truſt chat 
which 


. 
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1 
which is fine, pleaſant and delicate, | 


will content thy humour. Onely I 
am to crave pardon, that my rough 
and rude Engliſh, nothing anſwer- 
eth his ſmooth and curious Latin, 


And therefore I could wiſh thee, if - 


Skill ieryeth. rather: to conſult with 
the authour himſelf, then to uſethe 
helpof his rude interpreter ; other- 
Wile for ſuch as be not of to deep 
reading, for whom eſpecially I have 
taken this pain, Iam to defire that 


they nothing diſlike the ſovereign. 


medicine for the wooden box , nor 
the exquiſite and rare gemme for 
the courle casket. | 
Thcte be the reaſons ( Gentle 
Reader) which eſpecially moyed me 
to the tianſlating of this antient and 
learned Father :- I belccch thee as 
thou tcaderelt the {alvation of chy 
foul, that thou wouldelt youchlate 
to reade him attentively, in whom 


thou ſhalt tce clearly as in a elaſſe 
the 


To the Reader. 


the faith of our fore-fathers, the re- 
gion of the primitive Church, and 
in whom thou ſhalt find by Gods 
word and authority of facred Scti- 
pture, the madneſle of all Hereticks 
cruſhed in pieces , and that in a 
ſhort, merhodicall , and eloquent 
Treatiſe. The Holy Ghoſt which 
moved, no doubt, this antient leam- 
ed Father to the wiiting of this 
Work, incline and moye' thy heart 

tothe diligent reading, and 

figcere following of 
the lame. 


* wv 
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*this Golden Tremtiſe u-fitly 
drvided into five Parts. 


From the begnining 10 the 
ffth Chapter the Aut houy de- 
livers a generall and a ?egulay 
way to diſcern the true Faith 
from hereſie, by Vniverſality 
and Antiquity , and ſatisfies 
the objections tothe contrary. 

From the fifth to the ele- 
venth he treats of the cauſes 
why Goa ſuffers hereſies, where 
he brings inthe fall of Origen 
and Terullian , and of ſome 
bereticks,Photinus, Apollinaris, 
and Neſtorius, aud ſets down 
their hereſfies and the Catholick. 
dottrine oppoſite unto then. 

From the eleventh to the 
fifteemh he ſhews the duty of 
atrne Catholick, in keeping the 
depoſitum of faith, and care- 

- fully 


fully avoiding all Novelties. 
' From the fifteenth to the 
Recapitulation he treats of the 
ſubtilty of hereticks m alledg- 
Ing the Scriptures. 
The Recapitulation conteins 
the ſubſtance of the former 


diſcourſe, 


Vincentins Lirinenſis | 


FOR 
The "Antiquity and Univerſality 
- of the Catholick, Faith againſt 
the grophane Novelties of 
all Hereſies. 


ma He holy Scripture of God 
KBS ſaying and warning us in 
= this fort : Ah thy Fa- 
| thers and they ſhall tell 
thee, thy elders and they ſhall report 
unto thee, And again, Accommodate 
thy ears to the words of wiſe men. 
Likewiſe, 21y ſonne forget not theſe 
ſpeeches but let thy heart keep my 
words,Deut, 52, Proy. 22. & 3, 
B Ir 
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It feemethunto me a ſicanger of 
this world and the leaſt of Gods ſer- 
yants, that it ſhall by his gracious 
help be a matter of no ſmall profit 
to ſet down in writing what 1 have 
of holy Farhers faithfully received, 
being a _ yery neceſſary for 
mine own infirmitie, having alwaies 
therby in readinefle, how by dail 
reading thereof] may —_ wea 
memory. Vnto which labour not 
one] i profit to be reaped by the 
worke, tut alfo the very confiderati- 
on of the time, and opportunitie of 
the place moued and inuited me: the 
cime, becauſe reaſon it 1s, that fecin 
it confutneth and bereaueth us of a 
htamane and earthly things , we 
ſhould alſo take out of it fomething 
Which may auaile us to life cuerlaſt 
ig : eſpecially ſeeing the terrible 
iudgm 


nent of God , which we expe 
drawing neere u pon us, doth ſerrout- 
ly intite and prouokeus to increate 
. our 


| 


- 
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The Golden Treatiſe» 3 
our ſtudies and < xerciſes in __ 
and the fraudulent dealing of new 
Heretickes xequireth much care and 
attention. The place , becauſe having 
forlaken the company and troubles 
of the world na 96 a ſolitary 
Abbey in a liccs town for mine a- 
biding, where I may without any 
greatdiſtraQtion of mind put in pra- 
Ctiſe chat which is ſung in the Plalm 
4 5 Be vacant and ſee that I ans God. 
Withwhich reaſons allo accardeth 
the purpoſed cad and refolucion of 
my whole ſtate of life, io that T bave 
by the help of Chriſt, after long and 
diyers ftormes jindured in the warres 
| Thiowded my (elf inche harbour of 
a religious lite ( a ſecure port for all 
| fines of men)where comemning the 
blaſts of yauity and pride, I may 
pacifie God withthe ſacrifice of hu- 
mility, and fo eſcape not onely the 
ſhipwack of this preſent life, but al- 
j othe fixce of thenext, 
n B 2 Buc 
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But now in the name of God 
Will I ſetupon that, which I have 


taken in hand, that is, to ſet downin | 


. writing ſuch things as our forefathers 


have delivered and committed to 


our charge , nfing herein rather 


the fidelity of a re®rter , then the 
preſumption of an authour,meaning 
yet to keep this rule in my writing, 
not copiouſly to lay forth all , bur 
briefly to Ld each neceſlar 

" point , neither that in fine and _ 
words , but in eafie and common 
| ſpeech, inuch ſort that molt things 
may ſeem rather touched then de- 
.clared, Let them write delicately 
and penne curioufly, which truſting 
either upon witte , or moved With 
reſpect of duty, enterpriſe any ſuch 
ation, bur for me itis ſu aq 
for helping ;my memory or rat 
Gracie | haye gathercd. toge- 
ther this Commonitory, which not- 
withſtanding by Gods grace Ly 
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daily eadeyour by lictle and little 
(alling'to mind ſuch things as in 
times paſt I haye leamed) to correct 
and make more perfet, And this 
haye I thought good to forewarn, 
that if happily this work of mine 
paſſing forth, fall into the hands of 
Cenſurers, they do not ovyerhaſtily 
reprehend in it that which they un- 
derftand preſent promile to under- 
take with future corretion better to 
poliſh and mend, 


"Cank I 


[iguirin therefore often with 
great defire, and attention,of yery 
many excellent , holy , and learned 
men , how and by what means I 
might aſſuredly and as it were b 

ſome generall and ordinary way diſ- 
cern the true Catholick faith, from 
falleand wicked Hereſie- To this 
queſtion I had uſually this ankwer of 
B 3 them 
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them all, that whether I or any o= - 
ther defired to find out the fraud of 
Herericks,daily ſpringing up, and to 
efcape their ſnares, and willingly 
would continue fafe and found in re- 
ligion, that he ought two manner of 
_ by Gods afliftance to defend 
and prelerye his faith, thar is firtt by 
the authority of the law of God : ſe- 
conly by the tradition of the Ca- 
tholick Church: 

Here ſome man perhaps may ask, 
that ſeing the Canon of the ſcripture 
is perfect and molt at of 
it felf ſufficient tor all things, what 
need we joyne unto it the authority 
of the Church her underſtanding and 
interpretacion ? The realon is this, 
becauſe the {criprure being of it felf 
{o deep and profound, all men donot 
underltand it in one and the ſame 
ſenſe, bur diverſe men diycrily this 
man and that man, this way and 
that way expound and interpret the 

: layings 
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ſayings thereof ,1o that to ones thin- 
king, lo many men, fo many opini- - 
ons almoſt may be gathered our of 
them, for Novatus expoundeth it 
one way, Photinzs another, Sabellis 
after this ſort, Danatns aiter that : 
Arins, Eunomins, Alacedonins will 
have this expoſition: Appolinarimes 
and Priſcillian will have that : [o- 
vinian, Pelagins, Celeſtwis, gather 
this ſence:and to conclude Veſtorires 
findeth out that : and therfore necel(- 
fary it is for the ayoiding of fo great 
windings and R——_ of diverscr=- 
roursthat the line of expounding the | 
Prophets an1 Apoliles , be diretted 
anddrawn, according to the rule of 
the ecclefiaſticall and Catholick 
ſenſe. 

Again in the Catholick Church, 
weare greatly to conſider, that we 
hold that, which hath been belecyed 
every where, alwayes,and of all men: 


for that is truly and 4 Catho- 
'"'Þ Iick, 
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licke (as the ver force and natureof | 


the word doth declare, Which com- 


prehendeth all things that. be truely 


univerſall)and thatſhall we do-if we 
follow vniuerſalitic , atitiquitie, con- 
ſent, Uniuerſalitie ſhall we follow 
thus, if we profeſſe that one faithto 
be true which the Church through- 
out the world acknowledgeth and 
confeſſeth. Antiquity ſhall we fol- 
low, if we diſagree not any whit in 
opinion from them, whom all know 
that our holy Elders and Fathers 
reyerenced, and had in great eſtima- 
tion. Conſent ſhall we likewiſe 
follow, if amongſt our forefathers 
we hold the definitions and opinions 
of all or almoſt of all the Driefts 
and Doctours together. 


1 
Ly 


) 


"ls 
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Cna?, II. 


. Hat then ſhall a Chriftian 


| Catholick do, if ſome 
ſmall-part of the Church cur ir ſelf 
off from the communion of the Uni- 
yerſall Faith? Whar elle bur pre- 
ferre the health of the whole body 
before the peſtiferous and corrupt 
member? W hat if ſome new infe- 
Rion goeth about to corrupt not 
onely a little part , but the whole 
Church ? Thea likewiſe ſhall he 
regard, and be ſure tocleave unto 
antiquity, which cannot poſſibly be_ 
ſeduced by any crafty. noveltie. 
What if in Antiquity itſelf,” and a- 
mongſt the Antient Fathers, be 
found ſome errour 'of two or three. 
men ; or haply of ſome one City or 
Proyince ? Then ſhall he diligently 
take heed that he preferre the 
decrees and determinations of 
the Uniyerlall Antienc Church, 
1 | B 5. beteve. 
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before the temerity or folly of a few, 
What if ſome juch cale happen 
where no ſuch thing can be found ? 
Then ſhall he labour, by conftrring 


and OJ cogether amongſt them 


ſelyes the antient Fathggs opinions, 


not of all, bur of thoſe onely which | 


| 
| 
| 


living.at diverſe times, and fuadry 


places, yetremaining 1n the commu: - 


nion and faith of one Catholick 
Church, were approved maſters and 
guides to be followed : and whatioe- 
yer he perceiveth,not one er two, but 
all joyntly with one conlſenc, plainly, 
uſually, conſtantly, to haye holden, 
written, and 5b let him know 
that without all icruple or doubt he 
ought to belceye, hold, and profeſle 
that faith,that doEtrine.that reli =. 
But for more perſpicuity and light of 
that which hath been ſaid : each part 
iS to be made clear with leyerall cx- 
amples, and ſomewhat more at 
largeto be amplified ,leaſt reo much 


b revity 


—_— ED 
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brevity breed obſcurity, and over» 
much haſt in {peech take away the 
lubſance and weight of the matter. 
When in the time of Doxatzs, of 
whom came the Dorxatiſts, a great 
part of Africk, fell hcadlong into his 
furious crrour,and unmindtull of her 
name, religion, and profeſſion, prefer- 
red the facrilegious temerity of one 
man, before the Church of Chrilt; 
then all thoſe of Afriek which de- 
teſted chat profane Schiſme and uni» 
ted themſelycs to the univertall 
Churches of the world , they onel 
amongſt them all. remaining por 
in the boſome of the Catholick 
Church could be ſaved, leaving cer- 
tainly a notable example to their pa» 
ſeritie how ever after by good au- 
fomethe found doftrine of all men, 
ought to be preterred before the 
madneſfſe of one or a few. Likewile 
. Whenthe herefie of the Arians had - 
nec corripted not a little part, buc 
well 
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well nigh the whole world, in ſuch 
forvthat ( almoſt all the Biſhops of 
the latine Church deceived: panty by 
force, partly by fraud ) mens minds 
were coyered as it were with a milt, 
what eſpecially in ſo great a confuſi= 
on was to be followed:then whoſoe- 
ver waSa loyer and a follower of $ 
Chriſt, and preferred ancient faith 
before new errour, was not touched 
withany ſpot of that infeion. The 
danger of w*Þ time doth abundantly 
ſhew, what calamity cntreth in,when 
a new doctrine is admitted. For at 
that time not onely ſmall matters,bur 
things of great importance were 0- 
yerthrown : for not onely alliance, 


kindred, friends, families, but alſo | 


cities , commonWealths , countries, 


S— Sh 
"—_ 
ogy 


' Prowinces,yea & at length the whol | 


Romance Empire, was ſhaken and o- 
yerturned, For when the profane no- 
yelty of the Ariaxs,like jome Bello- | 
na or fury,had firſt caken captive the | 

| Emperour, | 
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Emperour, afterward ſubduing all 

llaces to her new laws neyer ceaſ- 
ed after that to trouble and confound 
all things private and publicke, ho+ 


lyand not holy , putting no diffe- 


rence betwixt good and truth but as 
K were froman high place did ſtrike 
all at her pleaſure, Then married wo- 
men were defiled, widows ſpoiled, 
virgins violated, Abbeys ſuppreſſed, 
Clergie-men yexed , Deacons bea- 
ten, Prieſts baniſhed , Dungeons, 
Priſons, Mines , filled with holy 
men, of which the greater part ba» 
niſhed the Citic, like exiies , pined 
and conſumed away anoucd de- 
ſerts, dens, and wilde bealts, with 
nakednefle, thirſt and hunger. And 


all this miſery had it any other be- 


inning ? but becauſe humane ſuper- 
ition Was admitted for heavenly 
doAtrine, well grounded antiquity 
lubyerted by wicked noyelty,whilelt 
our Superiours decrees. were yio= 


! * 
We" 


—_—y 
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lated , our Fathers ordingnces bro- = | 


ken, the Canons of our aunceſtours 
abrogated, and whilelt the licentious 
libertie of prophane and new curio- 
ſitic , kept not it ſelf within the 
chaſte limites of ſacred and ſound 
antiquitie. Bur perhaps we devilc 
all this of hatred to Noyeltie , and 
affection to Antiquitie ? Who fo 
thinketh , at leaſt let him give credit 
to blefled Ambroſe who in his le- 
cond: book to Gratiavthe Empe» 
rour bewailing the ſharp perſecu- 
tion of that time, fſaich thus : But 


»ow O God (quoth he) we have ſuf- - 


ficiently waſhed and purged with our 
ruine and blood;the death of theCon- 
feſſonrs , the baniſhment of Prieftes, 
and the wickednes of ſo great impie- 
iy > it hath manifeſtly appeared that 
they cannot be ſafe which have vio= 
lated and forſaken their faith, Like- 
wie in his third book of the {ame 
work.Let #s therfore ( quoth he) 


keep. 


gunned 


quantgee 


Pe 
n 
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heep the precepts of our elders. not 


* with temerity of rude preſumption, 


violate thoſe ſeales deſcending 
to us by inheritance. None durſt 
open that prophericall book cloſe ſea- 
led , not the elders , not the powers, 
not the eAngells , not the eArchan- 
gells : to explicate and interpret 
that bookwas a prerogative only re- 
ſerved to Chrift .The Preiſtlike book. 
ſeale by the Confeſſours and conſe- 
cratedwith the death of many Mar- 
tirs , which of us dare preſume to 


- open? which book ſuch as were com 


pelled to unſeale,vutwith ſtanding af- 
terward when the frand was condem- 
ned, they ſealed again, they which 
durſt not qyolate or touch it became 
Martirs * how can we deny their 
faith, whoſe viftorie we ſopraiſe & 
commend? We commend them 1 tay, 
O venerable Ambroſe , we ſurely 
commend them , and with praiſes - 
admire them. For who is ſo — 
| [0 
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that although he cannot arr'ye to 
their perfeCtion , defireth not yetto 
imitate , whom no force could them 
remoye from defending their aunce- 
ſours faith:not threatnings not flat- 
terings , not life , not death , not the 
King., not the Emperor , not men, 
not 'Devills ;_ thoſe I ſay whom for 
maintenance of religious antiquitie, 
our Lord vouchfated of fo high, 
and to great a grace , that by them 
he would repaire the oyerthrowen 
Churches, give life to the dead ſpiri- 
tualtie , reſtore the overthrown glory 
of Prieſts ,. blot out & waſh away 
With a fountaine of heavyenly teares 
(which God put intothe harts ofthe 
Biſhops) thoſe wicked , not books, 
but blottes and blurres,offiew impie- 


ty, finally to reſtore almoſtthe whole: 


world ({haken with the crucll tem- 

of upltarthereſie) to the antienr 
Exch, from new errour, to gld ſuber- 
nes, from new madaneſſe, toantient 


light, 
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light, from new darknefſe.But in this 


- divine yertue which they ſhewed in 


the confeſſion of their faith this thing 


is eſpecially of us to be noted, that 1a 


that antiquitie ofthe Church they 
took upon them not the defence of 
any one part, but of the whole. For 
it was not Iawfull that ſuch excellent 
and famous men , ſhould maintaine 
and defend with fo greatmight and 
maine the erroneous ſuſpicions , and 
thoſe contrary eachto other,ofone or 
two men; or ſhould Rand in conten- 
tion for the temerarious conſpiracie 
of ſome ſmall Province, but they did 
chuſe by following the Canons and 
decrees of the Catholick and Apo- 
ſtolike yeritie of all the Prieſts of 
holy Church , rather to betray them 
lelyves , then the univerſall ancient 
faith. For which fact of theirs they 


- merited fo great glorie that they are 


accounted not only Confeſſours but 
alſo juſtly and worthily the Princes 


of 
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of all Confefſſours.Great therefore & 
ſurely divine was the example of 
theſe bleſſed Confeſſours,and of e- 
very true Catholick continually to 
be remembred who like the ſeven 
branched Candleftick, ſhining with 
the ſeyenfold gifts ofthe holy Ghoft, 
delivered unto all poſterity a moſt 
notable example ; how afterward 
In each fooliſh and yain errour, the 
boldnefſe of profane noveltie was to 
be repreſſed with authority of ta- 
cred Antiquity. 
CuaP?; ITT. 


| Langer is this any new thing , 
but alwaies ufual in theChurch 
of God, that the more religious a 
man hath been the more w—_ hath 
he alwayes reſiſted noyell inventi- 
ons, examples whereof many might 
be brought, bur for brevity fake 1 
will onely make choice of {ome one 


Which ſhall be taken from the Apo- 
ſtolick 


eo a 1 7. 4 
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flolick ſea , by which all men may 
ſee moſt plainly with what force al+ 
wayes, What zeal, what indeavour 
the bleſſed tucceffion of the blefſed 
Apoſtles haye defended the integri- 
ty of that religion which they once 
received. Therefore in times paſt 4- 

rippinus of venerable, _— 
bi op of Cart hage, the firſt of all 
mm men maintained this afſer- 
fion again? the divine Scripture, a= 
gainft the rule of the uniyerſall 
Church,againlt the mind of all the 
Prieſts of his time, againſt the cu- 


ſom and tradition of his forefathers, 


that rebaptization was to be admut- 
ted and put in'praCtiſe. Which pre- 
{ſumption of his procured ſo great 
dammage and hurt to the Church, 
that not onely it gave all hereticks 
a pattern of "DS. 4 bur allo mini» 
ſtred occaſion of errour to ſome Ca» 
tholicks, When therefore every 


Where all men exclaimed againſt the 
no- 
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noyelty of the doctrine , and all 
prieſts in all places, each one ac+ 
cording to his zeale did oppoſe, 
- then Pope Steven of bleſſed memo- 
© 1y> biſhop ofthe Apoſtolique ſea, 
refilted in deed with the reſt of his 
fellow biſhops, bur yet more then 
the relt , hinkivg it as I ſuppoſe,rea» 
ſon ſo much to cxcell all other in de- 
yotion towards the faith , as he was 
ſuperiour to them in authoritie of 
place. To conclude in his Epiſtle 
Which then was ſent to Africk , he 
decreed the ſame in theſe words. 
That nothing was to be innovated, 
but that x Art came by tradition 
onght to be obſerved. For that holy 
4 
and prudent man knew well , that 
the nature of pietie could admit no- 
thing elſe bur only to deliver and 
BF: our children that religion and 
that faith which we received and 
learned of our forefathers , and thar 
we ought to follow religion whither 
Wo. it 


fafhion, that all that conſpiracie and 


in hand , under that name defena + © 
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ir doth lead *us, and not to lead reli- 

gion Whither it pleaſe us, and that 
nothing 'is more proper to Chriſtian 
modeſtie and gravitie, then not to _. 
leayeunto poſteritie our own inyens ** 
tions , but to preſerve and keep that 
which our Predeceſſours left us. 
What therefore was then the end of 
that whole buſines ? Whatelſe but 
that, which is common and uſuall,to 
wit , antiquitie was retained , noyel=- 
tie exploded. Bur perhaps that new 
invention lacked patrons and des + i 
fenders? To'which I fay on the con» *, } 
trary , that ir had ſuch pregnant- ? 
witts , ſuch eloquent tongues” ſuch 
number of defendants ;Auch thew of 
truth, ſuch teſtinqdnies' of ſcripture, 
but gloſed after anew and naughtie 
{chiſme ſhould have ſeemed unto me”. __ 
Invincible , had not the very pro» a 
feſſion of noveltic it ſelf, to taken ** 
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ded , with that title recommended, 
oyerthrowen the very ground of ſo 

reata ſchilme. To conclude, what 
torce had the Coungell or decree of 
Africke? By Gods providence none, 
but all things there agreed upon 
were aboliſhed, diſanulled, abroga- 
ted, as dreames, as fables, as ſuper- 
fluous. And O Rftrange change of 
the world , the authours of that opi= 
nion are judged and thought Catho- 
licks , the tollowers accounted and 
reputed Hereticks , the maſters di(- 
charged , the ſchollers condemned, 
the writers of thoſe books ſhall 
be children of the kingdome of 
Heaven, the maintainers of thoſe 
books ſhall burne in Hell. For who 
doubteth but haly S. Cyprian, thac 
19ht ofall Saints , that lanrerne of 
Biſhops , and ſpectacle of Martirs, 
with the reſt of his companions ſhall 
raigne with Chriſt for eyer ? And 
contrariwtſe who is {o wicked to 
deny 
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deny that the Doxariſt's and fuch o- 
ther peſtilenc Herecicks , which by 
the authority of that Councell yaunt 
that they do practite rebaptization, 
ſhall burn, for eyer with the Deyill 
and his Angels. W hich judgement in 
mine opinion ſeemeth to have come 
from God,for their fraudulent deal- 
ing eſpecially, which endeayouring 
undet the cloak of an other mans 
name,cunningly to frame an hereſie, 
— lay hold of ſome dark 
ſayings of one antient Father or 0- 
ther, which by reaſon of che obicu- 
rity may {eem to make for their opt- 
nionzto the end they may be thought, 
that whatſoever / know mot what 
they bring forth tothe world, neither 
to have been the fiſt that lo caught, 
netther alone of that opinion : whole 
wicked deyice in minc opinion is 
worthy of double hatred, both for 
that they fear not to ſowetheir poy- 
ſoned feed of hercke amonelt others, 


and 


24 TheGolden Treatiſe. 
and alſo becaule they blemiſh the 


memory of tome holy man, and as 
it were with profane hands calt his 
dead aſhes into the wind, bringing 
with ſhame that to I1ght, which ra- 
ther with filence were to be buried, 
following therein the ſteps of their 
father Cham, who not cnely negle- 
Red to coyer the nakedneſſe of ye- 
nerable Noe, but allo ſhewed it to 
others to laugh at, by which fa& of 
his he incurred fo great a crime of 
impiety that his poſterity was ſub- 
ject to the malediQtion of his ſinne: 
Gen. 9. his bleſſed brethren doing 
far otherwiſe, who neither with 
their own eyes would violate the na- 
kednefſe of their reyerend father, 
nor yet permit it to remain Uncoyer=- 
ed for others to behold , but going 
backward as the holy text ſaith, they 
covered him : which 1s as much 2s to 
ſay that they neither approved with 
heart,nor blazed with tongue the = 
Y 
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ly mans ,faulr , and therefore they 
and their poſterity were rewarded 
with their fathers bleſſing. Bur tO 


returne to our purpole. 
CHAP. 1111. 


E haye therefore much to 
WV the ſacriledge ofa chan 
gd farth, of a violated religion: 
rom which fault not only the diſci- 

line of the ecclefiaſticall decree 

oth reſtraine us, but the authoritie 
alſo of the Apoliles cenſure deterreth. 
For all men know how gravely, 
how ſeverely , how ſeriouſly the 
bleſſed Apolile S. Pqwl inveigheth 
againſt certaine which with great 
levitie, G al.1.Here ſo ſoon transfer- 
red from him that called the intothe 
grace of Chriſt unto another Goſpel, 
which is not another, 2 Tim. 4. 
That had heaped up to them ſelves 
maſters ———_ ro their own de- 

: & fres 
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ſrres,averting their ears from tyuth, 
being converted to fables : Havin 

damnation becauſe they have _ 
void their firſt faith. 1 Tims. 5. 
W hom thoſe men had deceaved of 
whom the ſame Apoſile, in his e- 
piſtle ro the Romans thus writeth, 
1 befeech you brethren to mark them 
that make diſſentions and ſcandatis 
contrary to the dottrine which you 
have learned and avoid them, for 
ſuch do not ſerve Chriſt our Lord 
but their own belly : And by ſweet 
ſpeeches and benedittions ſeduce the 
| rv of Innocents, Rom.16. That 
exter into houſes and lead captive 
ftlly momen loaden with ſins , which. 
are led away with divers deſires, al- 
waies learning and never attaining 
to the knowleage of truth. 2 Tim, 3.. 
Uainſpeakers and ſeducers who ſub» 
vert whole houſes teaching the things 
they ought not for filthy Iucre: 
Tit. 1. Men corrupt in their minae, 


repro- 
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probates _ concerning the faith : 

2 Tim.3- Proxd, and knowing no» 
thing but languiſhing about que (Hons 
and ſtrife of words , that are depri- 
wed of the truth , that eſteem” gaine 
to be pictie: © Tim6. I Tim. 5. 
eAnd with all idle they learn to 
go from houſe to houſe, mot only idle, 
alſo full of words and carions, 
ſpeaking things which they ought not: 
I Tim. t. Which repelling a good 
conſcience have made ſhipwrak about 
the faith : Whoſe ——_ ſpeeches 
grow t0 impietie , and their 
ſpeech ſpreadeth as a cancre. But 
that is alſo worth the noting which 
is written of them. Bur they ſhall 
proſper no further, for their folly ſhall 
be manifeſt to all as theirs alſo was. 
2 Tim.2.2 Tim. 3, When there- 
fore ſuch kind of mien wandring up 
and downe through Provinces and 
Ciries to ſet their errors to fale,came 
allaunto the Galathiauns, who after 
C3 they 
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they had heard them and were de- 
lighted with the filthie drugs of he- 
reticall Novelty caſting up againe 
the heavenly Manna of the Apoſto- 
lick and Catholick doctrine. The 
Avpolile uſed his authoritie decreein 
very ſeverely in this ſort. But al- 
though ( quoth he ) we an eAngel 
from heaven evangelize unto you be- 
fide that which we have evangeliz- 
ed be he Anathema, Gal. 1. 
What meaneth this that he 
ſayeth But although we , why did 
he not rather fay But although 1? 
- That is to fay , although Peter, al- 
though Andrew although John,yea 
finally although the whole company 
of the Apoliles evangelize unto you 
otherwiſe then we have eyangelized, 
be he accurſed. A terrible cenſure, for 
maintaining the poſſeſſion. of the 
firſt taith,not to have {pared himſelf, 
nor any other of the - Apoſtles. Burt 
this is a ſmal matter : Although an 
Angel 
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eAngel from heaven ( =o he ) E- 


vangelize unto yo0u,befide that which 
I have Evangelized be he Anathe- 
ma:he was not contented for keeping 
the faith once planted to make men- 
tion of mans weak nature unleſle al- 
ſo he included thole excellent crea- 
tures , the Angells. Although we 
(quoth he)or a» Angel from hea« 
ven,not becauſe the holy Angells of 
Heayen can now finne, but this is the 
meaning of that he ſaith : Although 
(quoth he)that might be, which can- 
not be , wholoever he be that goeth 
about to change the faith which was 
once planted , be he accuried. Bur 
peradyenture he uttered thoſe words 
ſlightly and caſt them forzh rather 
of humane affection then decreed 
them by any reaſon grounded in 
Gods ut Mp forbid: For it fol- 
loweth, and that very earneſtly ur- 
eed , very often repeated. 


CY -” 


30 . TheGolden Treatiſe, 

he) and now apaine I tell you 1 

body evan clive unto you Parole 

which on, 

zathama. He faid not if any man 

preach unto you befide that which 
ou haye receayed let him be bleſ- 

La, let him be commended, let him 

be receaved, but eAnathema , that 

is, ſeparated , thruſt out, excommu- 


nicated , leaſt the c:uell infeRion of | 


one ſheep with his poiſoned compa= 
ny corrupt the ſound flock of Chrift, 


But peradventure this was giyenin . 


commandment only to the Galathi- 
ans : then likewiſe were theſe pre- 
cepts following commanded one! 

to the Galathians, to wit. If we live 
in the ſpirit , in the ſpirit alſo let us 
walk, let us not be made deſirous of 


vain glory , pro voir one an other, 


envying one another , Gal. 5. & (uch 
like which if it be abſurd to fay,and 
no man doubteth, but that they were 
As I have foretoldyon *( _ 

ec 


ave receaved be he eA- 
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indifferently commanded to all,then 
certaine-It is , that as thefe precepts 
touching manners inchude all, fo 
likewife thoſe concerning faith and 
dodtine , except none. And there- 
fore as it is not lawfull for any to 
provoke one another, to enyy one a= 
nother, even fo it is unlawfull for a= 
ny to admit or to receaye any other 
faith or religion then that which the 
Catholick Church eyery Where tea» 
cheth; or happily ſhall we be ſo mad 


to fay that them it wascommanded 


to curfe and anathematize him that 
noma any otherwiſe then before 

d been preached, and that now it 
1s Bot commanded , then was that 
likewiſe which is there ſaid. But 1 
ſay walk, in the ſpirit and you ſhall 


wot fulfill the defores of the fleſh,then 


onely commanded but now is not ; 
which if it be impious & dangerous 
ſo to beleeve,then of neceſſitie it fol- 
loweth thar as theſe precepts of life& 
G 4 man- 
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manners are to be kept of all ages,ſo 
likewiſe thoſe ſet down agaialt in? 
noyating of religion and changing of 
faith, are commanded to all poſteri- 
tie, wherfore to preach unto Chrifti- 
' anCatholick men, befidesthat which 
they have received never was law- 
full, no where is lawfull , nor eyer 
ſhall be lawfull. 


And on the contrarie to ſay Ana- - 
thema and curled thoſe which teach | 


otherwiſe then once hath been recei- 
yed, was at all times needful, is e- 
very where conyenient, & ever ſhall 
be requiſite. Which being ſozis there 
any man either ſo bold that dare 
teach that,which in the Church hath 
not becn taught , or of ſuch levitie 
that will receive ought beſides that 
which he hath received of the 
Church. Let that veſſel of election, 
that maſter of the Gentiles , that 
trump of the Apoſiles, that preacher 


of the world, he that was acquainted 
| with 
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with heavenly affairs, cry out, ard 
again cry out in his Epiſtles, to all 
men, to all times, to ail places, that 
whoſoeyer preacheth a new doctrine 
isto be accurſed. And on the contra- 
ry part, let certain Frogs, corrupti- 
ble Gnats and Flies, fuch as the Pe- 
lagians be, reclaim and that to Ca- 
tholicks: We being your Aurhours 
(quoththey ) we being your Lea- 
ders, we being your Interpretcts , 
condemn that which before you did 
hold, hold that which before you 
condemned. Caſt awa your old 
Faith, your Forefathers Laws, your 
Elders Conſtitutions , and- receive, 
whata Gods name ? TI tremble to 
ſpeak, for they be fo proud and pre- 

mptuous, that as. they cannot be 
maintained without fin, ſo neither 
_—_— without ſome blot of of- 

Ceo 
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Cua?. Y. 


B= ſome man will ſay,why then | 


doth God yery often permit 
certain notable and excellent menin 
the Church to preach unto Catho- 


licks a new Religion, A very good | 


queſtion and fuch as deſeryeth a 
more diligent and awple diſcourſe, 
unto Which notwithſtanding I will 
not an{wer out of mine own head, 


but with the authority of ſacred. | 


Scripture, and the doctrine of a 
notable Maſter in Gods Church: 
let us then hear holy. Afoſes , let 
him give us the reaſon , why learn» 
ed men, and ſuch as for their great 
gift of knowledge ate called of the 
Apoſtle Prophets., be ſometimes 
permitted to preach new DoCtrine, 
Which the old Teſtament Allegori- 


cally calleth range gods , becauſe 


their opinions are ſo obſerved and 


honoured. | 


— 
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And ſhall ( quoth he ) ſay to thee. 


The Golden Treatiſe» 35S 


honoured of Hereticks, as che gods 
were of the Gentiles : thus then wri- 
reth bleffed Joſes in Demreron.1 3. 
If there ſhall ariſe ( quoth he ) in 
the middeſt of thee a Prophet , or 
one which ſaith he hath ſeen « 
dream, that is ſome Matter of the 
Church , whoſe Diſciples or fol- 
lowers fuppoſe to teach by ſome re- 
yelation from God : what then ? 
and ſhall foretell ( quoth he ) ſome 
ſign or miracle, and that ſhall hap- 
pen which he hath ſaid : ſome great 
Maſter is here fixely meant, and one 
of to deep knowledge whom his fol- 
lowers imagine not onely to know 
things humane, bur alſo to forctee 
future, and ſuch as ſhall happen , 
Which is farre above mans reach, as. 
the ſcholers for the moſt part of Va- 
lentins, Donatu, Photinus, Apolli- 
»arws, and tfuch like did brag that 
their maſters were. What followerh? 


its;. - 
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let us go and follow ſtrange Gods, 
which thou knoweſt not , and let us 
ſerve them. What is meant by 
ffrange Gods , but forrein errours, 
which thou knoweſt not, that is new 
and neyer heard of before, and let us 
ſerve them,that is believe them, fol- 
low them. W hat then ? Thos ſhalt 
ot (quoth he)hear the words of that 
Prophet or Dreamer. And why 1 
pray you , isnot that forbidden by 
God to be taught, whichis by God 
forbidden to c heard ? Becauſe 
(quoth he) the Lord your God doth 
renept you, that it may appear whe- 
ther you love him or no,;nyour whole 
heart, and in your whale ſoul. The 
reaſon. then is more clear then day , 
why the proyidence of God doth 


ſometime luffer certain teachers and. 


maſters of the Church to Preach cer- 
min new opinions that yowr Lord 
God (quoth he) may tempt yow. And 
{urely a great tearation it is, when as 


S 


| 


k 
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he whom you think a Prophet,a di- 

& Prophets, whom you 
eſtcem a DoKour and maintainer of 
the truth, whom you haye highl 
reverenced, and molt intirely AY { 
when he ſuddenly and privily bring 
eth in pernicious errours which net- 
ther you can quickly ſpy,lead away 
with prejudice of your old teacher 
nor eafily condemn , hindered with 
loyeto your old maſter. 


Cnunar, VI. 


HE: ſome man haply doth ear- 
neſtly deſire to ſee e 5 proved 


by ſome Ecclefiafticall examples 
which by the authority of Moſes 
hathalready been ayouched; The 
demand is reaſonable, and therefore 
of reaſon not long to be deferred. 
Wherefore to begin with thoſe 
whichare yet freſh in memory, and 
ro the world belt known, W hat kind 

Wile g” 
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of tentation think you was that of 


late dayes, when that ungracious 
and curled Neſtorins ſuddenly from 
a ſheep transformed into a wolf, be- 
gan to deyoure the flock of Chriſt, 
at ſuch time as thole which were 
ſpoiled, commonly took him for a 

cep, and therefore were more ſub- 
jeto his cruelty. For who would 
haye eaſily imagined him to haye 
erred, whom every man knew to 
have been choſen with ſuch judge- 
ment of the Empire, who was 
ſo highly in grace with the Clergy, 
ſo much beloyed of all holy men , 
ſo greatly in favour with the people, 
who openly expounded the Scti- 

tures, and allo confuted the peſti 
man errour of the Jews : why 


could not this man, by ſuch means. 


eaſily perſwade any, that he 
taughr aright, preached aright, be- 
lieved aright , who to ſmooth the 
way, and raake eatrance for lus own 


4 o 
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herefie, perſecured and preached a- 
1 gainſt che blaſphemies of all others, 
But this was that which Afoſes 
F faith: The LordyourGod doth tempt 
you, if you love him or no, And to 
paſſe oyer Neſtoriues in whom was 
alwayes more admiration then pro= 
fit, more fame then. experience 
whom for ſome time humane fayour * 
' had madegreater, then Gods grace 
exalted.Let us rather ſpeak of them 
which endowed with many gifts,and 
men of great induſtrie , have been 
no ſmall tentation to Catholicks, as 
amongſt the Pamnonians, 10 our Fa- 
thers memory Photinus is recorded 
to have tempted the Church of 
Sirminum, in Which being preferred 
with the liking of all men unto the 
dignity of Prieſthood , for ſome- 
#* time he behaved himſelf very Ca- 
tholickly but ſuddenly like that 
naughty Prophet or Dreamer of 


Whom Moſes [peaketh, he began to 
ot] rum 


—— 
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perſwade the people of God com- 


mitted to his charge, to follow other 
gods , that is ſtrange and unknown 
errours, which before they were not 
acquainted with, Butas this is uſu- 
all, ſo that was yery pernicious,that 
he had ſo great helps and furtherance 
for the adyancing of ſo great wic- 
kedneſſe : For he was both of an 
excellent wit, and ſingularly well 
learned, and paſling eloquent, as 
he which both in diſputation and 
writing was copious and grave, in 
either language, as appeareth by the 
Books which he wrote, partly in 
Greek, and partly in the Latine 
tongue, But it hapned well that 
Chriſts ſheep committed to his 
charge yery _— and carefull in 
keeping the Catholick faith , did 
ſpeedily remember Moſes warning, 
and therefore albeit they admired 
much the eloquence of their Pro- 
phet and Paſtour : yet were they not 
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ignorant of the temptation. And 
therefore whom before they fol- 
lowed as the chief leader of the 
flock , the ſame very man after- 
ward they avoided as a rayening 
wolf, Neither do we learneonly 
by Photinns but allo by the ex» 
ample of eApallinaris the danger 
of this eccleſialticall tentation , and 
therby allo be admoniſhed dili- 
gently to keep and retaine our faith 
and religion. For this eApollina= 
ris procured his auditour great trous 
ble & anguiſh of mind , whileſt the 
authoritie of the Church drew them 
one Way.and the acquaintance of 
their maſter haled them another , fo 
that wavering and tottering betwixt 
both , they were uncertaine whether 
pu was belt to be followed. But 
aply he was ſuch a one as ealely de- 
ſeryed to be contemned. Na y he was 
ſo famous and worthie a man , that 
in yery many things he yyon _ 
, 1tC 
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dite to faſt, For who ſurpaſſed him 


in ſharpnes' of wit ? 1n exerciſe, in 
learning? how many heteſies in mas 
ny and great books hath he over- 
throymn ? how many errors againſt 
the faith hath he confured ? That 
moſt notable and great work of thit= 
tie books in which with great waight 


of reaſon he confounded , the ftan-_. 


ticke cavills of Porphirins doth give 
credit to my report , and reſtifte the 
truth of my relation, It were too 
long to rehearſe up all his works 
for which he might haye been com- 

ared tothe cheefe pillours of Gods 

hurch,had not the prophane licen- 
riouſneſle of herericall curioſitie , by 
inventing I know not what new 
opinion ſpotted and diſcredited all 
his former labours , whereby his 
doCtrine was accounted not ſo much 
an edification , as an eccleſialticall 
tentation. 


CHaP, 
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| 
Cmna?Pe,. VII. 


| © bar ſome man perhaps requi- 


reth to know what herefies 

theſe men aboye named taught: that 
is, Neftorins , Appollinaris, & Pho» 
tinms., This pertaineth not to the 
matter, Whereof wenow intreat, for 
It is not our purpoſe to diſpute a= 
ou each mans particuler error, 
ur only by a few examples plain- 
ly and clearly to. prove, that to be 
moſt true which Aoyſes faith , that 
if at anytime any cccleſiaſticall do- 
Gtour , yea and a Propher for inter» 
preting the miſteries of the prophe- 
tical yifions , goeth about to bring 
n any new opinion into the Church, 
| tlat-the providence of God doth 
# permit it for our proofe and triall. 
ut becauſe ic will be profitable , 1 

will by a litle digrcſhon briefely ſer 
down what the forenamed hereticks 
Phot i= 
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Photinus , eApollinaris , and Neſto- 
7ius taught. This then is the herefje 
of Photinus,he affirmeth that God is 
as the Jewes belceye ſingular and 
ſolitary , denying the fulneſle of the | 
T rinitie, not beleving that there is 
any perſon of the word of God, or of 
the holy ghoſt;he affirmeth alſo, that 
Chriſt was only man , who had his 
begining of the virgin MARY,teach- 
Ing yeric earneſtly thar we ought to 
worſhip only the perſon of God the 
father,and to honour Chriſt only for 
man. This then was Photinw opi- 
nion, noW eApollinaris yaunteth 
much as though he beleyed the uni- 
tie of Trinitie with full & found faith 
but yer blaſphemeth he manifeſtly 
againſt our Lords incarnation. For he 
ſaith that our Saviour either had 
not mans ſoul atall,or at leaſt ſuch a 
one,as was neither indued with mind 
or realon; furthermore heafhrmeth 
that Chrilts body was not ax | 
0 
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of the fleſh of the holy virgin Ma- 
RY, but deſcended from heaven into 
the wombe of the Virgin , holding 
yet doubtfully and incoſtantly ſome 
time that it was coeternall to the 
word of God , ſome time that it was 
made of the divinitie of the word: 
for he would not admit two maner 
of ſubſtancesin Chriſt, the one di- 
vine, the other humane , the one of 
his Father , the other of his Mother, 
but did think that the yerie nature: 
of the word was divided into two 
parts, as though the one remained 
in God, and the other was turn» 
ed into fleſh , that wheras the truth 
faith, that Chriſt is one confiſting 
of two ſubſtances, he contrary to the 
truth affirmeth , of the one diviitie 
of Chrift to be two ſubſtances : and 
theſe be the afſertions of Apollina- 
ri5, But Neſtor:us ficke of a contra- 
rie diſeaſe whileſt he faineth a diſtin- 
tion of two ſubſtances in Chriſt, 


ſodenly 
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ſudenly bringeth in two perſons: 
and with monſtrous wickednes, will 
needs have two ſonnes of God , two 
Chriſts, one that was God,and ano- | 
ther that was man , one begotten of 
the Father , another begotten of his 

Mother. And therefore he taiecth | 
that the holy Virgin MARY is not 
to be called the mother of God , but 
the mother of Chriſt , becauſe, that 
Chriſt which was borne of her was 
not God but man. And if any man 
think that in his books he ſaith there 5 
was one Chriſt and that he preached 
one perſon of Chriſt , I muſt needs 
conteſle that he lacketh not ground 
to-lay-lo, for that he did eitherof 
craftie pollicie , the rather to. de- 
ceave , that by ſome good things, he 
might the more eaſely perſwade that 
whichis evill , as the Apolile faith. $ 
By the good thing he hath wrought 
me death. R.7.Wherfore cither crat- 
tely as I taid in certaine places of his | 

Writings 
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writings he yaunteth to beleeye One 

ron in Chriſt , or elſe ſurely he 
did hold, that after our Ladies deli- 
yerie, two perſons became in ſuch 
ſort one Chriſt chat yet in the time 
of our Ladies conception or deli- 
verie , and for ſome time after, there 
were two Chriſts , and that Chriſt 
was born firlt like unto another man, 
and only was man.and not yet joyn= 
ed in unitie with the perſon of God 
the word, and that afterward the 
perſon of the word deſcended down 
aſſuming and joyning him felf to 
that manin unitie of perſon , and 
although he now remaine in glorie 
aſlumprted for ſome time yet there 
ſcemeth to haye; been no. difference 


 berwixt him and other men. Thus 


thenfNeſtorins , eApollivaris, Pho- 
timms , like mad doggs. barked a- 
gainſt the Cathelick Church : Pho- 
tinus not confeſſing the Trinity 3 4- 
pelimaris maintaining the nature of 

the 
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the Word convertible , and not con= 
feſfing rwo ſubſtances in Chriſt , de- 
nying alſo either the whol ſoul of 
Chriſt, or atleaſt that it was indued 
with mind and reaſon , beleeving for 
his pleaſure what. he liked of the ſe- 
cond perſon in Trinitie. Neſtoriz 
by defending either alwayes or for 
ſome time two Chrilts. But the Ca- 
tholick Church beleeving aright 
both of God and of vur Saviour, 
neither blaſphemeth againſt the mi- 
ſerie 'of the Trinitie , nor againſt 
the incarnation of Chriſt,for it wor- 


ſhipethone Divinitie in Trinitie & ' 


reverenceth the equalitie of the Tri- 
nitie in one and the ſame mazjeſtie, 
confeſſing one Chriſt , not two, and 
the ſelf ſame both God and man, 
beleeving in him one perſon ,,yet 
acknowledging two tubſtances , but 
yet beleeving one perſon : two tub- 
ſtances , becauſe the word of God 


is not mutable that it can be turned 
into 
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into fleſh : one perſon, leaſt profeſ- 
fing two fonnes , it may ſeeme to 
worſhip a quaternitie and not to a- 
dore the Trinuie. 


CHAP. VIII, 


Ut it is worth the labour to de- 
clare this matter more plainly, 
more ſubſtantially , mgre diftinaly, 
In God is one (ubſnce and three 
rlons; in Chriſt be two ſubſtances, 
26 one perſon. Inthe Trinitie there 
is another, and another;burt not ano- 
ther and another thing: In our Se- 
yiour iS not another,and another, but 
another & another thing. How is 
there in the Trinitie another and a- 
nother, but not another and another 
thing? _ becauſe there is ano= 
ther perſon of the father , another of 
the ſonne, and another of the holy 


ghoſt:Bur yet not another & another 
- nature, but one & the ſelf flame: How 


D is 


59 TheGolden Treatiſe. 


is there in our Saviour another and 
another thing, not another and ano-» 
ther ? becaule there is another ſub- 
tance of the divinitie , and another 
ſubſtance ofthe humanitie , but yet 
the deitie and the humanitie 1s not a- 
nother and another, but oneand the 
felfe ſame Chriſt , one and the ſame 
ſonne of God , and one and the {elfe 
ſame perlon, of the ſelfe lame Chriſt 
and ſonne of God. Asin a man the 
body is one thing, and the ſoule is a- 
nother thing , bur yet the body and 
the foule are bur one and the ſelfe 
fame man. In Peter & Pax! the 
ſoule is one thing , the body is ano- 
cher thing, and yet the body and the 
ſoule are not rwo Peters , nor the 
ſoule is not one Pax/, and the bod 

another Pax! , but one and the {el 

ſame Peter , one and the ſelfe ſame 
Paxnl,ſubſiſting of a double & divers 
nature of the body and the ſoule, So 


therefore in one and the lelfe ſame 
Chriſt 
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Chriſt there are two ſubſtances , but 
one 4divine ſubſtance, the other hu- 
mage, the one of God the Father,the 
other of the Virgin his Mother , the 


- onecoeternall and equall to the Fa» 


ther,the o:her ſubſtantiallto his Mow 
ther; yet one and the ſame'Chrilt in 
both ſubſtances. Therefore there is 
not one Chriſt God, another Cairilt 
man,not one increated, another crea- 
ted, not one impaſſible,another pal- 
ſible,not one equal to the Father , a= 
nother lefſe then the Father, not one 
of the father, another of the mother, 
but one and the ſelfe ſame Chritt, 
God and man, the ſame increated 
and created,the ſame incommutable 
and impaſſible, the ſame changed 8 
luffered ., the fame equall and in- 
feriour to the Father , the ſame 
begotten of his Father before all 
times , the ſame conceived of 
his Mother in time , perfe& 
God and perfe& man; in him 
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as God is perfeR Divinitie , in him 
as man is perfect humanitie : perfe&t 
humanitie I fay, becauſe it had both 
ſoule and body, yer a true body,ſuch 


as our body is, an ſuch as his mo- | 


thers was ; and a ſoule indued with 
underſtanding,with mind & reaſon- 
There is therefore in Chriſt, the 
Word,the Soul, the Fleſh, bur yet 
all theſe together is one Chriſt, one 
ſon of God, our onely Saviour and 
Redeemer : One I fay,notby any I 
know not what corruptible confuſi- 
on , of the divinity and humanity 
together, but by a certain perfect , 
and _—_— of perſon: for that 
conjunction did not change or con- 
yert either into other ( which is the 


— . 


proper errourofthe eArians)burdid | 


rather ſo unite both in one;that as the 
ſingularity of one and the lame per- 
lon remayneth alwayes in Chriſt, 
ſo likewiſe the properties of both 


—x 


| 


natures do for eyer continue;ſo that 


neither 
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neither God ever beginneth to be a 


body, nornow at any time ceafeth. 
to be a body ; which thing is allo 
more apparent by ſome humane ex- 
ample: for not onely in this world, 
but alſo in the next every man ſhall 
confilt of bady and foul, & yet ne- 
yer ſhall cither the body be changed 
into the ſoul , or the ſoul ever con- 
verted into the body ; bur as every 
man ſhall live for ever,ſo for eyer of 
neceſſity in each man the difference 
of either ſubſtance ſhall coatinue: So 
likewiſe in Chriſt each property of 
either ſubſtance ſhall continue g e- 
ver,ſaying alwayes and relerving the 


| unity of perſon. And when we ot- 


ten name this word Perſon, and ſay 
that the Sonne of God was made 
man , we mult take great heed 
that we ſeeme not to ſay that God, 
the Word , the fecond perſon in 
Trinitie tooke upon him our 
ations onely in imitation ,and 
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and rather in ſhew and ſhadow, 
and not as a perfe& and very man 
praiſed humane conyerfation : as 
| we ſee ufed in Theaters and Stages, 
þ where one man in a littletime caketh 
upon him many parrs,of which not- 

withſtanding himlelfe is none; for as 

often as we counterfeit another mans 

aCions,we ſo exerciſe his office, thar 

yet we be not thole men whoſe aCti- 

ons we take upon us; for neither a 

rragedie player ( ts uſe prophane 

examples and ſuch as the Maniches 

alledge) when he playeth the Prieſt 

or King. is therefore a prieſt or king, 

for 1o loon as the tragedie endeth, 

that perſon allo which he played 

forthwith ceaſeth. God keep us from 

this horrible and <5" mock- 

eric. Letthis nadnefſe be proper 

to the Aaniches, which preaching 

abroad their owne fantaſies . at- 
firme God the ſonne of God 
not to haye been ſubſtantiyely the 
| perſor 
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perſon of man , but to have fained 
the ſame by ſuppoled ation and 
conuerlation. But the Catholick 
faith affirmeth that the word of God 
was ſo made man, that he took up= 
on him our nature & the proprieties 
—_—— to the ſame. not deceitful- 
ty and in ſhew, but truely and yerily, 
and did ſuch things as belong to- 
man,as his owne,and not as on? that 
imitated other mens actions, and 
was verily that which in life and 
conyerſation he did ſhew himſelfe 
fo be , as we our ſelyes allo. in that 
weſpeak. underſtand and fubfift, do 
not countcrfeit our felyes to be men, 
but are verily men. For neither Paxl 
and John ( to ſpeak of them elpeci» 
ally for example lake) were men by 
Imitation, but by ſubſiſtence. neither 
hkewiſe did Par! counterfeit the 
Apoſile or faine himſelfe Paw! . 
bur was in yeritie an Apoſtle and 
was Paul by {ubfiltence. 
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In like maner God the Word,by aſ- 
ſuming and having fleſh,in ſpeaking, 
doing, and tuffering, in fleſh, yer 
without any corruption of his na- 
ture, vouchſafed perfely to per- 
forme this, to wit.not that he ſhould 
imitate or counterfeit , but exhibit 
himſelf a perfe&t man , not that he 
ſhould - ſeem or be thought a yery 
man, but ſhould in veritie 1o be 
and {ubfiſt. Therefore as the loule 
joyned to the fleſh ; and yet not 
turned into the fleſh, doth not imi- 
tate a man, but isa man, and not 
a man in ſhewand appearance,bur 
in ſubſtance : fo God the Word 
without any conyerfion of himſelf, 
uniting himſelf to man, was made 
man , not by confuſion , not by 
mutation. , but by tubfilting. Let 
that expoſition. therefore of a fained 
& counterfeit perſon utterly be reje- 
Ged,in which alwayes one thing is in 
ſhew,another in deed,inw#Þ- he that 
doth 
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doth ought, is never the ſame perſon 
whom he repreſenteth: for God for- 
bid, that we ſhould believe that 
God the Word took upon him the 
rlon of man. after ſucha deceit- 
ull manner ; bur rather in this fort , 
That his ſubſtance remaining incom< 
murable in ir {elf, and yet taking up- 
on him the nature of perfect man, 
was himſelf fleſh , was himlelf a 
man, was himſelf the perſon of a 
man not deceitfully but truly, not in 
imitation,but in truth and fubſtance; 
not finally after that forc which with 
ation ſhould defaſt. but after. that 
manner which perfectly in ſubſtance 
ſhould perſiſt. This umty therefore 
of perſon in Chriit was not framed, 
and finiſhed afterthe Virgins deli- 
very, bur in her very womb. For we 
mult. diligently take heed that we 
confeſle Chil not onely one , bur 
allo to have been alwayes one, be- 
cauſe jt is an intolerable blaſphe» 
Ds m 
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my to grant him now to be one, and 
yet contend that once he was not 
one, but two, that is one after the 
time of his Baprifine, but two in the 
time of his Nativitie ; which great 
ſacriledge we cannot otherwile a- 
yoid, bur by confefſing that man was 
united to God in unity of perſon , 
not in his Aſcention, not in his Re- 
{urrection,nor in his Baptilmegbut in 
his mothers womb, and immaculate 
conception : by reaſon of which U- 
nity of Perſon, both the Proprieties 
of God are indifferently and pro- 
miſcually attributed to man , and 
the propricties of man aſcribed to 
God :. hence cometh that which is 
written in the Scripture, That the 
Son of man deſcended from Hea- 
ven, and the Lord of Majeſty was 
Crucified upon earth : Joan. 6. 
hence alſo it proceedeth that we ſay, 
that when ourLords fleſh was made, 
when our Lords body was _ 
CT nat 
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that the very Word of God: was 
made, the yery wiſdome of God 
was repleniſhed with created knows 
ledge, as in the foreſight of God 
Hu hands and feet are ſaid to be 
digged, Pſalm. 21. From this unity 
ot Perlon, 1 fay it proceedeth, by 
reaſon of like myſtery, chat when 


the fleſh of the Word of God was. 


born of his pure and immaculate 
mother, we do moſt Catholickly be- 


lieve that God himlelf the Ward. 


was born of the Virgin, and moſt 
.impiouſly che contrary is maintain- 


ed. Which being ſo , God forbid. 


that any.one ſhould go about to de- 
prive che holy Virgin Mary of the 
priviledges of Gods favour as her 
eſpeciall glory : For-ſhe is by the 
{1ngular grace of our Lord and God 
her ſon, to be confeſſed molt truly 
and moſt bleſledly to have been the 
mother of God, but yet not in ſuch 
fort, as impious hereticks imagine 


and. 


Ht. et 


* r 


co The Golden Treatiſe. 


and ſuſpet, who affirm, that ſhe is 
to be reputed in name onely and ap- 
pellacion the mother of God, as tbe 
f>rſooth which brought forth that 
man Which afterward became God, 
as we ſay, ſuch a woman is the mo- 
ther of a Prieſt or Biſhop , not be- 
cauſe ſhe brought him that then was 
either Prieſt or Biſhop, but by ge- 
nerating that mar which afterward 
was made a Prieſtor Biſhop : nor 
in that manner I ſay the bleſfed Vir- 
in is to be called the mother of 
od, but rather, becauſe, as hath 
been ſaid, that moſt holy myſtery 
was finiſhed in her ſacred womb, 
wherein by reaſon of a ſingular, and 
one onely unity of perſon , as the 


Word in fleſh is fleſh, fomanin_ 


God is God, 


» Chap. 
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CHnaP. IX, 


Ut now what hath already been 
laid touching the foreſaid here- 
fies, or concerning the Catholick 
faith, let us os few _ _ com- 

ndiouſly for memory ſake repeat 
nga. Apo has chanby wick 
more facility they may be under- 
Rood, and with greater certainty re- 
tained. Accurſed therefore be Phos 
tiaus, not admitting the fulneſſe of 
the Trinity, and affirming our .Sa- 
viour Chriſt to have been onely 


man, Accurſed be Appollinaris, * 


maintaining-in Chriſt corruption of 
changed diyinity,and bereaying him 
of the propriety of perfect humanity. 
Accurted be Neſtorins, denying 
God to have been born of a Virgin, 
teaching two Chriſts, and fo aban- 
doning the f3ith of the Trinity,bring= 
ing in a quaternity, Bur — 
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be the Catholick Church which a-. 


doreth one God in perfect Tri nity > 


and likewiſe worſhipeth equality ef. 


Trinity in one Divinity, ſothat nei» 
ther ſingularity of tubſtance con* 
foundeth propriety of Perlons , nor 
diſtinction of Trinity ſeparacerh u- 
nicy of Deity. . Blefſcd I ſay be the 
Church , which believeth in Chriſt 
two true and perfect ſubſtances, but 
one onely perion, 1o that neither di- 
linion of natures doth divide the 
unity of perſon, nor unicy of perſon 
doth confound the difference of ſub- 
ſances.Bleſled I fay be the Church, 
which, ro the end ſhe may confeſlſe 
Chriſt alwayes to be and to haye 
been one,acknowledgeth man unned 
to God, not after our Ladies deliye- 

, but even then in his . mothers 


womb .Bleflſed I fay be the Church, ' 


which underſiandeth God made 
man, not by any conyerſion of na- 
ture, but by reaſon and means of 


per- 


L 
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perſon, and that not a fained and , 
tranſitory perſon, but ſubſtantially 
ſubſiſting and permanent. Blefled 
I fay bethe Church, which teacheth 
that this unity of perſon hath lo 
orcat force,that by reaſon thereof by 
a myſtery ſtrange and ineffable, ſhe 
aſcribeth unto man the proprieties of 
God, and attributeth to God the 
proprieties oft man, For by reaſon 
of this unity of perſon ſhe confeſ- 
ſeth, that man as he was God,de- 
ſcended from Heayen ; and God as 
he was man, was made npon earth , 
ſuffered and was Crucified. Bleſſed 
therefore is that venerable, happy , 
and facred confeſſion , and compa=- 
rable to thoſe lupernall prailes ofthe 
Angels, who, do glorific one onely 
Lord God, yet witha triple Hagi= 
ologie: For this is the principall rea- 
ton why the Church teacheth the u- 
nity of Chriſt, leſt otherwiſe ſhe 
ſhould exceed the myltery of the 
Tir” And 
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Andletthis ſuffice touching this / 


mattcr,ſpoken by way of digreſſion: 
hereafter if it pleaſe God, I will in- 
treat and declare thele points more 
copiouſ]y. Now to return to our for- 
mer purpole. 


CnapPr, X 


E have faid in the premi- | 


{es, that in the Church of 


God, theerrour of the maſter is a 


great tenration to the people , and 
the more learned he were that erred, 
ſo much the greater was the tentati- 
on :: W hich we ſhewed firſt by the 
authority of holy Scripture , after- 
ward by the. examples eccleſiaſticall 
of thole men, which for ſome time 
were reputed and accounted ſound in 
faith, yer at laſt fell either into ſome 
other mans error,or els coined a new 
herefie of their own: This lurely is a 
great matter, profitable to be _—_—_— 
a 
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and neceſſary 'to-be remembred 3 
which once Kr mul} inculcare. 
and make 'by. igraat ſoxe of: 
examples, that all tholicks may 
know pet. with the Church they 
oight to receive. Dodtobss; 'and a= 
with Do&ows to fotfake the. faith, 
of the Church. But I uppole that, 
although'-1: could bring, torth many; 
to ſhevw this kind of tentation, yet. 
there i3 almoſt nooe which canbe 
compated to the tentatianiot Orie 


gen,m Whom were very many gies, 


16. rare, -ſo- finyular, ſo';ſtrange;, 
that in the beginning any would 


| have yeneln that jis- opinions 


believedofall _ 
_ 4 hare cindufiry jol great 
ehaftity: z patience , and has 3 no 
family of Trarning, who more nos 
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not of father onely, but alfo ſpoiled 
of zl! his- patrimopy , and ſo much 
he'profited-inthe myſteries of holy 
poverty , that as'it. is reported , for 
the confeſſion :of Chrifts name he 
often indured much aſfflition. Nei-- 
ther was tie-only adomed.withthele 
its, -all; which. afterward ſerved 
Be tentation; but was indued alſo 
with a force'of wit ſo profound, ſo- 
quick, ſoelegant, that he far.excelled. 


almoſtall other whatſoeyer. A man. 


of tuch'wonderfull-leaming and: eru- 
dition',/ 'that there were. tew things. 
in Diyinity, in humane Philoſophy, 
haply* nothing. which/he ,had not: 
perfectly attained: who having got* 
ten the treaſures of theGreek tongue; 
laboured alfo about the Hebrew. 
And fox his eloquence what ſhould 
I ſpeak: of it, whoſe talk, was 1o 
pleatant, fo delectable, lo{weet,that 
in mine-opinion, not words but hony: 
fiwed fr om his mouth.? What 
> Fade things 
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things were ſo hard to beleeve which 
with force of argument he made not 
plaine , what fo difficult to bring 
fo paſſe, which he made not to feem 
ealze? But perchance he maintained 
his aſſertions by arguments only . 
Nay, without queſtion there was ne- 
ver any DoCtqur which uſed more 
exampler of ſacred ſcripture. But yet 
happelie he wrote not much. No 
man liying more ; yea to much that 
in mine opinion all his works are fo 
farfrom being read oycr , thatthey 
can not poſſible all be found ; wha. 
notto lack anie furtherance to learn- 
ing , lived alſo untill he was paſſing 
old. But yet perchance unfortunate 
in his ſcholers. What man ever 
more happie, having trained up and 
been maſter to infinite Docours, to 
Prieſts without number , to Confe(- 
ſours and Martyrs ? Now who is 
able to proſecute with words,in what 
admiration he was with all men ? in 

what 
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what glory? in what credit & grace? 
Who more zealous in religion re- 
paired not to him, from the furtheſt 
+ of the world ? What Chri- 

1an did not almoſt worſhip him as 
2 Propher? What Philoſopher did 
not honour him as a maſter? & how 
oreatly he was reyerenced, not only 
of private men, but alſo of the Em- 
pire it ſelf , hiſtorics doe ſpeak, 
. Which report that he was ſent for of 
Alexander the Emperours mother, 
to wit , for the merit of his heavenly 
wiſdome with the: grace and loye 
whereof he was inflamed, His epiſt- 
les alto teſtifie the ſame dag dich 
with the authoritie of a Chriſtian 
maſter he wrote unto Philip the 
Emperour, the firſt Chriſtian a- 
mongR all the Romane Princes. And 
if any man upon our report admit- 
eth not the teltimonie of a Chriſtian 
rouching his wonderfull knowledge, 
, and learning at leaſt ler him receive 


the 
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the optics of an roms 
ſopher. For that impions yr 18. 
Gith, that himſelf bein bucytray 
it were a boy, moved with his fame; 
trayailed. unto Alexandria where 
be did ſee him being then old , but 
yet ſuch. 2; one and 16 learned as he 
that, had attained tothe pectection 
of all knowledge. Time would foons 


er failme,then I could rouchthough 


briefly. thoſe norabke gifts which 
were in. that man. ,. afl which nots 
withſianding. pertained hot onely to 
the glory of ficligion » butt alfo ts 
the greatneſle of che terriptation, Fot 
who is. he that would willingly 
have fosſaken_ a man of fith wit", 
of {© deep learning, of fo tare grace, 


that faying, that he had rather erre 
with ,Origes then bdieve ar 


with others ?. And what fhauld T 


lay more, the matter cattic tothat 
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an uſuall 'and common, but a pafſmg 


dangerous tentation of 1o worthy a 
man, ſo famous a Doctour, fo nota- 
ble a Prophet , cartied' very many 
from the true and ſound faith of the 
and fingular a man. , abufing the 
grace of Gad, too inlolently flattct- 


\ Church :_ For v6 Origen ſo rare 


ing himſelf, roo much in his own - 


wit , believing, himſelf more then 
xeaſon wonld , Iittle efteemibg the 


documents, waded fo tar in expound- | 


ing certain chapters of the Scripture 


after a new. faſhion , that he delerv- | 
.cd that the Churchof Ggd ſhould | 
alſo fay of him : 1f there ariſe wp is || 


% 
* 


\the middeſf of thee a Prophet , and | 
a little after, chow ſhalt nor hear || 
( quoth he ) the words of that Pro-| 
phet, and again, becauſe ( quoth he) 
| yourp 
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L your Lord God doth tempt you whe= 
| ther you love him or no. And lurely 


it is not only a tentation , but allo a 
great tentation , When a man ſedu- 
ceth ſecretly and by little and little 
the Church depending upon him 
(admiring his wit , knowledge, elo- 
quence, conyerfation, and grace, no= 
thing ſuſpe&ting him , nothing fear- 
ing him) ſuddenly from the old reli- 
gion to a prophane and new do- 
ctrine, But ſome will fay that Ori- 


gens books be corrupted : I will not 


gaine-lay it, but rather wiſh it were 
ſo : for that hath both been ſaid & 
written by ſome , not only Catho- 
licks , but allo Hereticks. Butthis 
15 now the point weare to conſider, 
that alrhough not he, yet the books 
paſting abroad under his name are 
a. great tentation , Which ſtuffed 
with many horrible blaſphemies, are 
read and uled, loyed, and liked, not 
aSthe books of others, but as his 
works: 
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works : fo that although Oregex | 
gave no cauſe of erroneous dotnne, 
yet his authoritie hath been the oc- | 
caſion why the errour hath been lik- | 
ed and followed. 

Thecale alſo of Tertsllianis the | 
very ſame with the former : for as | 


x 


Ortgenis to be thought the beſt a- | | 


moneli the Greek Doctours,loTer- 
eullian without controverſie is the } 
chief of all the latin. For who was | 
more learned then hee ? Whoin Di- | 
vinitie or Humanitie more praCti- 
ſed ? for by his great and wonderfull 
capacitie of wit , he attained to, and | 
underflood all Philoſophie , all the | 
ſeRs of Philoſophers, all their aur | 
thours and patrons,all their learning, 1 
all ſorts of hiſtories and ſtudies. | 
And for his wit, Was he not ſo ex- 
cellenr. ſo grave, ſo ſharpe , that he 


almoſt undertook the overthrow of 3 


i 


nothing which cither by quicknes 
of wit or weight of reaſon hecruſh- 
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ed not. in peeces ? Now who is able 
to ſet down: the commendation and 
ie which his ſtile and phraſe of 
ſpeech deſerved , Which was ſo 
aught(I know not how)with that 
force of reaſon , that ſuchas could 
not be perſwaded, were compelled : 
whole almoſt ſo many words , were 
ſo many ſentences.1o many fences , 
fo many victories? This is well 
known to EMarcion and eAppelles, 
well known to Praxeas, mY Her- 
mogenes,the Jews underſtand this, 
the Gentiles have tryed it,the Gzg= 
ſticks have provedit, and divers o- 
thers have felt it: whole blaſphemous 
opinions he hath overthrown with 
his many and great volumes, as it 
had been with thunder & lightning. 
And yet this man after all this , this 
Tertull:an i ſay,not holding the ca- 
tholick religion,that is the uniyerial 
& old faith being far more eloquent 
then faithful , —_ afterward 


his 
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his mind, didat laſt that which the: 


blefled Confeflour Hilarie in a cer- 
raine place writeth ot him. He diſcye» 
diredt, uoth he)with hislater erronr 
his orebable writings: and therefore 
he was alſo a great rentation in the 
Church. But hereof I will ſay no 
mote, onely this I add , that by his 
defending againſt the precept of 
Afoſes, tor true prophelies the new 
madneſſe of IMontanus ſpringing 
apinthe Church , and thoſe :mad 
dreams of new do&trinc of that frans 
tick-woman , he deſeryed that we 
ſhould alſo fay of him and his wri» 
tings:1f 4 Prophet ſhall riſe up in the 
midſt of thee, and flraight after-rhaw 

alt not heare the words of that Pro- 
pher.Why fo? Becayſe (quoth he) 
your Lord God doth tempt you whe- 


they you love him or mo. We ought 


therefore evidently to note by theſe 


&þ many,lo great , and diyers others 
ſuch weighty examples, and by the 
law 
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law of Deuteronomie moſt clearly 
to underſtand that if at any time any 
ecclefiafticall teacher ſtxayerh fram 
the faith,that gods providence. doth 
ſuffer. that for our triall, whether we 
loye him or no in Qur whol heart, & 
1n our whol loul. | 


— —— ST ” 
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CHAP. X1, 


| 7 Hich being ſo, he is a true 
| VV. e's, ſincere Catho- 
lick that loyeth Gads truth; that lo- 
veth his body the Church, chat pre- 
ferreth nathing before the religian of 
God, nothing before the. Cathalick 
faich,not any mans authority , not 
loye, not Will , not elaquence, not 
philoſophic;but contemuiing all theſe 
things ſetled in faith, (able and per- 
manent, Whatſbeyver he knoweth 
the, Catholick Church uniyertally 
in old time to have holden , that he 
E 23 pur- 
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purpoſeth with himſelf onely to hold 


and/beleeye: and therefore whatſoe- 
yer new doctrine, and not before 
heard-of ſuch a one perceiyes tobe { 


brought in,of ſome one man, beſide 


or contrary to theold Saints and | 
Doors, let him know that doQtrine 
doth not pertaine to religion, but ra- | 


ther to tentation, for his proofe and 


tryall , eſpecially being inſtructed | 


with the ſaying of the Apoſtle St, 
Paxt: For this is that which he wri- 
tethin his firſt epiſtle to the :Corin- 


thians: There muſt ( quoth he) be | 
 hereſies aljo that they which are ap | 


proved may be made manifeſt a- 
mongſt you. As though he ſhould 
fay. This is the cauſe why the au- 
thors of herefics are not ſ{raight roo» 
"ted out by God , that the approyed 
: may be made manifeſt, that is,every 


one may appear how ſteadfaſtly, | 
Mendy , heloyeth | 


faithfully an 
the Catholick faith. And certaine it 
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is that ſiraigh: upon the ſpringing 
upof any Noveltie , the weighty 
corne is diſcerned from the light 
chaffe; then is that eaſily blown ouc 
of the floore which before lightly 
remained in the floore ; for ſome by 
and by fly away, others onely.ſha- 
ken are both afraid to periſh, and a- 
ſhamed to returne, remaining woun= 
ded,half dead , half alive, like unto 
thoſe which have drunk ſo much 
pov. as neither killeth , nor well 

igeſteth ,neicher bringeth death,nor 
yet permitteth to live. O the miſe- 
rable ſtate of ſuch pertons ! with 
what ſeas of cares, with what florms 
are they toſſed! for ſome time as the 
wind driyeth them , they are caried 
away headlong into errour, another 

time coming again to themlelyes , 

they are ſhaken and beaten like con- 

trary waves ſtriving togerher, ſome- 
time with raſh prelumption they al- 
low tuck things as feem uncertain.an 

E 3 other 


vw 
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time of puſiflanimitie they fear tho 
things which are certaine , doubrfull 
which way to rake, which Way to fe- 
rutn, what to defire, what to avoid, 


what to hold, what to let go: which | 


milerieand affliftion of a wavering 
and, unſetled heart, were they wile, 


/ 


isSAS'A plaiſter of Gods mercy to= | 


wards them. For this is the reaſoa 
Catholick faith ) they are ſhaken, 
roſſed & almoſt killed with ſtormey 
and troubles to the end they ſhould 
take down the fails of their proud 
mind, which they yainly hoifed up 
' to the winds of novelcies, and fo re- 
ure and keep themſelves withiathe 
moſt ſure port of thcir calme and 
good mother; and firſt caſt up thole 
bitter & turbulent waters of errours, 
that afterward they may drink ofthe 


Khy{(bcing out of the fafe port ofthe - 


flowing rivers of lively and pure wa- | 
ter. Let them lcarn to forget that 


well, which well they neyer learned, 
and 
. 


ae 
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and thoſe articles which the Church 
reacherh, and by reaton are to be at- 
tained to, let t in Gods name 
endeavour to underfiand, and thoſe 
which ſurpaſſe reaſon let them by 
faith belecve. | 


_ CHAP. XIL. 


V7 ibb bring ſo: ance 
vV calling to mind and xe» 
membring the ff ſame thing:I can- 
not ſufficiently maryel ar = reat 
madoefſeof tome men , at fo 
impietic.: of cheir blinded hearts,to 
conclude, at fo great a licentious de- 


 fite toerrour, that they be not con- 


tent with the rule of faith once de- 
livered us, and received from our 
anceſtors but do every day ſearch & 
ſeek for new doctrine,ever defirous 
roadd;to change , and to take a- 
way ſomthing from Religion, as 


| though that were not tHe dodtrine 
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of God,which was once ſufficiently 
reycaled but rather mans inſtitution, 
which cannot but by continuall core 
rection(or rather corruption ) come 
to perfeCtion. 

Whereas the divine ſcriptures 
cry out: Do mot tranſlate the 
bounds which thy fathers have ſet 
down ; and, Do not judge over thy 
judge; and, the Serpent will bite 


I Tx 


him that cutteth the hedge; and + 


that laying of the Apolile by which 


all wicked noyeltics of all hereticks 
haye often been cut in pieces, aSit | 


were with a ones (word, and al- 
wayes herea 


prophane novelties of woyces, andop- 


poſitions of faiſly called kyowleage , 


which certain promiſing have erred 
about the faith. And yer for all this, 
ſome there be ſo ſhameles, to impu- 


dent, ſo obflinate,as not to yield to | 


ſuch forccof divine ſcripture, not tobe 
moyed 


ter ſhall be: O Time- 
thy keep the depoſitum, avoiding the 


. «4 
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moyed with ſuch weight of reaſon» 
nor yet ſhaken with tuch heayenl 

hammers, to conclude, which will 
not be beaten in pieces with ſuch ce- 
leſtiall lightning, Avoid (faith he) 
the profane novelties of voices. He 
faichnot ayoid antiquities, he 1a'th 
no: avoid antientnals; nay rather, 
ſheweth what contrariwiſe ſhould 
follow. For if noyelty- is: tobe a- 


_ . yoided, — 'sto beretained ; 


ifnoyelty.be profane, antiquity is ſa- 
cred. Ad oppoſitions ( quothy he ) 
of faiſly called knowledge. Verily 


the name ot knowledgin the Schools 
of Herericks is falle , where igno- 
ance is called knowledge; miſt, re- 


puted cleameſle ; and darknefſe 
rermed by thename of light.which 
certain.( quoth he ) promiſing have 
erred aboxt the SIG W hat pro- 
miſed .they:., when they erred about 
the faith ? What elle., bur 1 


know not what new and unknown 


E 5 do- 
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do&rine ? For you may hear ſome | 
of them ſay.. O ye unwiſe and filly 
ſouls, which commonly are called. | 
Catholicks, come-and learn the true: / 
faith, which no. creature under- 
Randeth beſides -us, which hath been 
hidden many hundred of years 
paſt, butof late hath been revealed 
and laid open: bur learn it privily, 
learn it{ecretly, for it will delig 
you. And again , when you haye 
tearned ic, teach it ſecretly, that | 
the world may not underſtand it, | 
thatthe Church may not knowit; 
for it is granted to few tounder- | 
- Rand the tecret of fo a mylte- | 
ry. Are notthelc, you, the | 
words of that Harlot, which in the | 
Pronerbs of Salomon calleth unto: | 
her the paſlengers. : who «| 
( queth ſhe)  moff fool anooneſ | 
yas, ' let bigs. turn unto me. Pro- 
yerbs 9, And ſuch as be of (mall | 
judgement, ſhe exhonteth, ſaying; 
T ouch | 
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Touch willingly ſecret bread, aud. 
drink, ſweet water privily, What 
followeth ? _ he Om" not 

zuoth he) how: in her company 
_ men do periſh. Who be 
theſe earthly men ? Let che Apo- 
ftle declare : Thoſe ( quoth he ) 
which have erred about the faith. 
But K is worth:the labous moxe di-. 
ligencly ta exarnine the A pafile his. 
whole Chapter. O Timothy (quorh 
he) keep the depoſitum,avoiding pro-. 
fant novelties of voices. This excla-. 
mation Q, bath heweth foretight, 
and allo argueth charity : for he 


forefaw . certain errours which be-. 


fore-hand he was ſorry for. Who at 
this day hath the place of Tingrhy? 
but either the whole Church, or e- 


ſpeciglly,. the whole body of Pre- 
lates, who ought themſelyes'to have 
the whole knowledge of divine reli - 


gion, 2nd! allo to infiruct ochers, 


"What is meant by keep: the depoſi-- 


FIBA, 
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tm. Keepit ( quoth he ) for fear 
of thieyes, for danger of enemies, 
leſt when men bea fleep they oyer- 
ſowe Cockell amongſt the Wheat, 
which the ſonne of man hath ſow- 
ed in his field, Keep (quoth he ) 
the depoſitums : What is meant b 

this depoſiruns ? that is, that which 
is committed to thee, not that 
Which is invented of thee : that 
which thou haſt received, not that 
Which thou haſt deyiſed : a thing 
not of wit , but of Tearing - not 
of private uſurpation , but of pub- 
lick tradition :- a thing-brought to 
thee, not brought forth of thee : 
wherein thou muſt not be an aus 
thour, but a keeper : not a begin- 
ner, but a follower: not a leader, 
kurt an obſeryer :+ Keep the depoſi- 
tw. Prelerye the talent of the Ca- 
tholick faith pure and: ſincere, that 
which 1s committed to thee, let that 


remain with thee , and chat deliyer | 
Un=- 


an.” 
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unto the people. Thou halt received 
oold, render then gold ; I will not 
have one thing for another:* Do not 
for gold give me either impudently 
ha or craftily brafſe ; I will nor 
the ſhew. burthe very nature of gold 
it ſelf, O T:9wothy, O Prieſt, O 
Teacher, O 577 aol if Gods gitt 
hath made- thee meet and lufficient 
for thy wit, exerciſe and learning , 
ſhew rhy-ſelf- Beſeelel, thar divine 
workman in building of the {piritu- 
all tabernacle, ingrave thoſe precious 
tones of Gods religion, faichtully 
ſer them, wiſely adorn them,. give 
them brightne(ſe, give them grace, 
ive them beauty. That whichmen 
fore believed obſcurely, let them 
by thy ——_— underſtand” more 
Clearly.. Ler poſterity rejoyce for 
coming'to the knowledge of that 
by thy means, which anti quity withe 
out that knowledge had in yenerati- 


en. 'Yetfor all this, in ſuch fort de- 
liyer 
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liver what thou haſt learned , thae 
albeit thou teachelt newly and after 
a new manner : yet thou never 
preach a new religion, and.deliyer a 
new faith. 


Cu4AP. ALI. 


BY peradyenture ſome will ſay, 
ſhall we then have no adyance-. 
ment of religion in the Church of 
Chriſt ? no growing on,no proceed- 
ing forward? To which 1 anſwer 
and ſay. Letus a Godsname haye 
the greateſt 3nd moſt. that may be. 
For who is either ſq enyious to men, 
or hatcfull co God which would las 
bour to {top or hinder that ? bur yer 
in ſuch ſort and with this provito , 
that it may appear to be truly an in- 
creaſe in fanth,. and not prove tobe 
2 change in religion ; for this. is the 
nature of ſuch things. as increale, 


that, in themlelyes they _— 
ang. 
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and grow greater ; and this is the 
nature of a change and mutation , 
that ſomething be turned from one 
thing which it was, to an other 
which it was not : Conyenient it 
is, and yery neceflary, that theun- 
derſtanding, knowledge and wil= 
dome, aſwell of eyery man in par- 
ticular, as of all in common ; -as 
well of one alone, as of the whole 
Church in Generall, of all ages 
and times paſt, ſhould abundant- 
ly increaſe 4ad go forward , but 
yer for all that, onely in his own 
Kind and nature ; that is, in the 
ſame faith,. in the tame ſenfe, in 
the ſame ſentence. In this caſe-, 
let the religion of our ſoul imitate 
the nature of our bodies, which 
although with proceſſe of time 
they - paſſe over many years, yet 
they remain the fame that they 
were, There is great difference 
betwixt flouriſhing youth and wi- 
| thered. 
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theredage, yet the ſelf ſame men 
become old which before were 
young;(o that although the ſtate and 
condition of one and the ſelt ſame 
man be altered, yer one yery nature 
and perſon doth (till remain. The 
limbs and members of infants. be 
{mall,of young men great,yet not di- 
vers but the very fame. So many 
joynts as young children have ſo ma- 
ny have they when they be men, and 
it any parts there be, which with in- 
creale of years ſpring* forth, thote 
before by nature were in man virtu- 
ally planted-, fo- that no new things 
come forth-in old men, which before 
were not contained in them being 
yet children, Wherefore there 
can be no doubt, but that this 
is the due and right order. of 
growing , the molt naturall and 
goodlyelt . way of increating, onely 
to haye in old years, thole mem- 
bers , thoſe parts and joynts. _ 
the 
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the wifdome of our Creatour be- 
fore framed when we were yet but 
lictle ones: And therefore if a man be 
afterward changed into ſome other 
ſhape or likenes then his nature re- 
quires;or if the number of his.mem- 
bers be more or lefle then nature pre- 
ſcribeth ; then of neceſſicie the whole 
body multcither periſh , or become 
monſtrous, or at leaſt remaine 
lame and maimed. In like manner 
Chriſtian religion mult follow theſe 
rules of increaſing and growing; 
to wit, that with years irwaxe more 
ſound, with time it becotne more 
ample , with continuance itbe more 
exalted, yet remaine pure and incor- 
rupt , and continue full and perfect 
with cach of his parts, andas it were, 
with all his members and proper 
ſenſes » And furthermore that ir 
admit no change or mutation., ſu- 
Raine no loſle of his. proprietie , no 
yarictie or mutabilie in A 

or 
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fortxample ſake. Our forefathers 
mold time in the ſpiritual field of 
the Church , ſtowed the wheaten ſeed 
of true faith and religion ; it were 
now very injurious -and unreaſona- 
ble, that we their poſteritie in ftead 
of the perfect and true graine 
ſhould reape the falte errour of coc- 
kle: And contrariwiſe i is reaſon and 
very convenient ,/ that the beginning 
_ and ending not .ditagreing with 1t 
ſelf, we ſhould of the increaſe of 
wheaten ſeed reape the fruit of a 
wheaten religion ; to that when with 
tract of time, any of thole firlt teeds 
beginne to bud and come forth , let 
them be tilled , let them. bee trim- 
med , yer withont changing ought of | 
the 6 mg of the corn ſpringing- | 
up : and albeit faſhion , ſhape, and 

diſtiaQion , be added and put to, 
yet muſt the nature of each kind re- 
main and abide. For God forbid 


that thole rofie nlants: of the _ 
lic 
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lick dofrine ſhould be changed 
into thiſtles and thornes;God forbid 
I fay, that in this ſpirituall paradiſe, 
of the flippes of Cinamon and Bal- 
fame ſhouſd ſuddenly grow up dar- 
nel and poiſon. Therefore what- 
ſoever hath by the grace of Ged 
and our Fathers faith been fowen 
3n this Church , reaſon it is that the 
fame be cukivated and maintained 
by the induſtry of the children, meet 
thatit flouriſh & waxe ripe , conve- 
nient that it grow and come to per 
feftion ; fawtull indeed it is , that 
thole ancjenr artictes of heavenly 
philoſophie » ſhould be trimmed, 
{moothed , and poliſhed : but un- 
lawfull that they ſhould be chan- 
ed, mangled, and maimed. And al- 
beir = receive perſpicuitie , light, 
and diftinRion. yet eceſſing muſt 
they retaine their fulnes , ſoundnes, 
and proprietie, For if once this li- 
centioutnes of wicked fraud be ad- 

mitted, 
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mitted , I tremble to ſpeak whar 


danger islike to enſue of raſing and 
ſubyerting religion; for if we take a- 
way any part of the Catholick faith, 
Araight wayes other parts , and af- 
ter that other , and againe other, 
and that as it were of cuſtome and 
by a kind of law, ſhall be aboliſhed. 
And what followeth when every 
pait by little and little is undermin» 
ed, bur that in concluſion the whole 
corps of religion at one blow be 
come ſubyerted and over thrown? 
And contrariwile if new things and 
old , forreine and domeſticall , pro- 
phane and ſacred , begin onceto be 
confounded together , then muſt 
needs this cultome generally follow, 


that nothing hereafter remaine. in 


the Church untouched , nothing 
without corruption , nothing ſound, 
nothing pure, nothing fincere;and ſo 
er Yr 2m was the facred ichool 
of chaſt and immaculate truth, there 


ſhall 
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ſhall be a very brothel honſe of 
wicked & filthie errours. Bur God 
of his goodnes deliver his ſervants 
from ſuch minds and ler the impious 
rather, & graceleſlc follow that tu- 
rious & mad proceeding. For the 
Church of Chriſt is a carefull & dili- 
gent keeper of religion committed to 
her charge,ſhe never changeth or al- 
tereth in it any thing,ſhe diminiſheth 
nothing, ſhe adderh nothing : What 
js neceflarie ſhe loſeth not , whatis 
ſuperfluous ſhe forceth not, her own 
ſhe maintaineth, what is not her own 
ſhee uſurpech not, but with all indu- 
firie laboureth only about this one 
thing, that is,by faichfull & prudent 
handling of our forefathers doings, 
what by them in times paſt was well 
entered & begun, ſhe poltſheth; what 
then was well poliſhed and decla- 
red,ſhe-confirmeth ; what then was 
confirmed and defined, ſhe retaine 
th, To conclude what hath ſhe elſe 
ende-= 
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endeayourcd by the decrees of Coun- 
cells , but that that doctrine which 
before was ſimplie credited , the 
ſame afterward ſhould be more di- 
ligently beleeved : that religion 
which before was taught more ſlows 
ly. , the ſame afterward ſhould be 
preached more inſtantly: That faith 
which before was more ſecurely re- 
verenced.the ſame afterward ſhould 
more carefully be praiſed. This I 
lay alwayes and nothing els hath 
the Church, provoked with the no» 
velties of Hereticks ,' ſet down by 
the decrees of her Councels,to wit, 
onely to confirme that to polteritie 
by writing (comprehending a great 
ſumme ofthings in few words, 8 of» 
ten times for more caſie underftand- 
ing, toanold article of faith giving 
a new name) which beforc by tra- 
dition ſhe had received of her fore- 


fathers. 


Cuanr,. 
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CHAP. XIV. 


BY co return. to the Apofile, 
L3O Trmethie ( quoth he) keep 
the depoſirums , avayd prophane wo- 
velties of voices. Avoid (quoth'he) 
25 a viper,as a ſcorpion, as a baſilisk, 
leaſt op infet thee , not only by 
touching , but alſowith their yery 
eyes and breath. What is meant by 
eAveid? 1 Cor. 5. thatis ,not fo 
much as to cate with any ſuch: what 
importeth this (eAvoid) if any 
man (quoth he) come wnto you and 
bring not this dottrine2what doQtrine 
but the Catholick and univerſall , & 
that which with ſound tradition of 
the truth , hath continued one & the 
ſelf fame , through all ſucceſſions of 
times, and that which ſhall continue 
to the worlds end? What then? Re- 
ceive him not (quoth he) imto the 
henſe nor ſay God ſave you for he that 
ſaieth 
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fſayeth unto him God ſave you , com- 
mmnicateth with his wicked works. 
Prophane novelties of voices; (quoth 
he) W hat is Prophane? Thole which 
have no holines in them , no jote of 
religion , wholly unknown to the 
Church which is the temple of God. 


Prophane novelties of voices, quoth 


he, (of voices) that is novelties of 


opinions, novelties of things, novel- 
ties of lenſes, contrarie to our forefa- 
thers faith , contrarie to antiquirie, 
Which if we admit and receive , of 
neceſſitie the faith ofour bleſſed an- 
celtours, either all , or a great part 
of it, mult be overthrown, the faith- 


+ full people of all ages and times, 


all holy Saints , all chaſt , all con- 
tinent, all virgins , all widowes, all 
Clerks , all Deacons, all Prieſts , 
{o manic thouſands of Confefſours, 
lo many bands of Martyrs, ſo many 
famous and great cities , and com» 
monyealths, to manie Iſlands, Pro- 
VINCes, 
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vinces, Kings,countries , kingdomes, 
nations,to conclude,almolt the whol 
world incorporated by the Catho- 
lick faith co Chrilt theishead muſt 
needs be faied, lo many hundreds of 
years to haye been ignorant, to haye 
erred , to have blaiphemed , to have 
beleeyed they know not what. A- 
void(quoth he) Prophane novelties 
of voices to receive which, to follow 
which ncyer was. the cultome of Ca- 


tholicks. but alwayes the propertie 


of hereticks. And to fay truch,what 
hcreſfiz hath eyer peeped forch , but 
under the name of {cmecertaig man, 
in ſome certaine place , and at tome 
certainc time? W ho ever let abroach 
any hereſie , who firſt deyided not 
himlelf from che conſent of the 'uni= 
yerlality and antiquity of the Ca- 
tholick Church ? W hich to be true, 
examples do plainly proye. For 
who eycr before that prophane 

F Pelagins 
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Pelagins preſumed ſomuch of mans 
free will , that he thought not the 
ace of God neceſſary to every 
particular good act ? Who ever be- 
tore his monſtrous diſciple ( eleſtins, 
denycd all mankind to be tyed and 
bound with the fin of e Adams pres 
yarication? W ho eyer before facrile- 
ious Arins,dunit' tear in pecces the 
nity of Trinity? Who eyer before 
wicked Sabellias,attempted to con- 
found the Trinity of Unity? Who e- 
yer befbre cruel Novatian, afhr- 
med God to be lo mercileſſe, that be 
had rather the death ofa ſinner then 
he ſhould returne and live? Who 
eyer before Simon Magns ( puniſh» 
et by Apoſtolicall cenſure, from 
whom that old fink of filthineſſe 
came by continuall' and' fecret ſuc- 
ceffion unto Py: ſcilianthat was the 
laſt) durſt eyer affirme that God 
our Creatour was the Authour of 


evill., that is the Authour of our 
wick= 
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wickednes, impictics , and horrible 
crimes;becauſe God (as he {aid ) o 
made mans — that by a _—_— 

r motion and impulle of an'in- 
a. wilt, itcan ane elſe 
but ſinne, defire nothing elleburto 
offend, becauſe being provoked and 
inflamed with-the furious rage of all 
yices,it is with an inlatiable —_ 
cartyed awazy headlong into: 
nd fink of Elchinefſe? cer) 
amples are infinite, which for bre\t'y 
fake I omit; by all which notwit- 
ſtanding it appeareth. plainly and 
clearly that ir is an uſuallandcomr- 
mon: thing m all Hereftes, to take 

eat pleaſure in hane noyelries, 
grearph the ol cur our forefa- 
thers, and fo fall from the-faith; by 
prerending the falſe and! counterfeit 
name of knowledge ant learning: 
conrariwiſe that this is proper to 
all Catholicks, to keep thar faith 

Whick. the holy fathers hayeleft 

F 2 and 
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and committed to their charge, to 


condemne prophane noyelties, and as 
the Apoſtle hath already faid, 8 a- 
gain doth fay: If any manſhall preach 
otherwiſe theu that which is res 
geived,to accurſe him. 
CHAP. XV. 

Ere happily fome man may 

demand whether hereticks allo 
do ule the teltimony of holy (crip- 
ture. To which I ſay that they bo 
and that yery earneſtly , for a man 
may behold them ranging & cour- 
ſing in eyery part of the Bible, in 
Moſes,in the Kings,in the Pſalms, 
in the Apoſiles,in the Goſpels, inthe 
Prophets : for whether they be a- 
mong(ttheir own brethren, or with 
ſtrangers, whether in priyateor in 
publick, whether in talking, or wri- 
ting,whether in the houle fealting.or 
abroad walking, they almoſt neyer 
alleadge any thing of their owne, 
which they do not pretend to ſha- 
. dow 
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dow with the words of ſacred ſcrip* 
ture. Read the pamphlets of Paulzs 
Samoſatenus,of Priſcilian, Eunomi- 
us, Fovinian,and the reſt of ſuch like 
ſilent Hereticks, and you ſhall 
fnd through all their works an huge 
heap of examples,almoſt no page o- 
mitred- which is not coloured and 
painted with the ſayings of the new 
and old teſtament. But the more 
cloſely they lurk under tne ſhadow 
of Gods law, the morc carctully are 
they to be teared_the more narrowl 
to be watched ; for they know ful 
well that their ſtinking and unlayory 
drugs be not likely almoſt to pleale 
any,if ſimply & nakedly they be ſet 
forth: and therefore they do temper 
them as it were With the ſweet pow- 
der ofGods word, that he w<b would 
haye contemned mans erroneous 
invention dares not ſo readily rejeRt 
Gods diyine {cripture : wherein they 
are like- to thole , which minding 
F 3 to 
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to miniſter bitter potions to young 


children ,do firſt annoint the bruimms | 


of the cup with hony, that thereby 
vawary youth feeling the {weetnes, 
may nething teare the bitter confe- | 
ion, This deviſeallo pratiſe they, |: 
. which upon noxious hearbs and juy- 
ces, writeche names of good & whol- | 
' ſome medicines, whereby almoſt no | 
man reading the good ſupericription | 
any thing ſuſpecterth the lurking 
yon. The iclf fame thing like- | 
wife our Saviour criech out to all f 
Chriſtians . Take ye heed of falſe 
prophets which come to you in ſheeps | 
cloathing,b ut inwardly are ravening | 
Wolves. A1a.7: What is meant elie | 
by ſheeps clothing. but the ſayings of 
the Prophers and Apoltles, which 
they with ſheep-hike ſincerity did 
weare like certaine fleeccs of that 
wmaculate Lamb, which taketh a- 
way the ſins of the world? And what 
1s to be underſtood by rayening 
wolves 
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wolves , but the cruell and deſirr- 
Rive opinions of herericks, whichal- 
wayes trouble the ſheep-folds of the 
Church, and by all means pofhble 
eare in pieces the flock of Chriſt ? 
But to the end they may more crat- 
tily ſer upon the ſheep of Chriſt mi- 
fruſting nothing,remaining til cruel 
beaſts, they put ofttheir wolyiſh 
weed, and ſhroud themſelyes with: 
the words of ſcriprure,as it were with 
certain flecces, whereby it hapneth, 
that when the filly ſheep feel the 


: ſoft wooll,they lictle fear their ſharp. 
 reeth: But what ſaith our Saviour? 


By their fruits you __ know them. 
That is, when they begin not cnly to 
utter thoſe words , but allo to ex- 
pound them, not only to caltthem 
forth, but allo to interpret them,then 
doth that bitterneſs break out,then is 
that ſharpneſs eſpied , then is that 
madnels perceived, then is that treſh 
& new poiſon e3eRed , then are pro- 
F. 4. phane 


—_ - -> : ' w " aa x F 


104 The Golden Treatiſe. 


hane novelties ſet abroach, then 
may you fee ſtraight-way'the hedg 
Cut in two,the old fathers bounds re- 
nmoyed,the Catholick doctrine ſha- 
ken, and the Churches faith torn in 

ieces. Such were they whom the 
Apoltle ſharply reprehendeth in the 
2. Epilile to the Cor.Chap. 1 x :For 
ſuch falſe Apeſtles ( quoth he) are 
crafty workers transfignring them 
ſelves intothe eApoſtHes of Chriſt, 
What is transfiguring them lelyes 
into the Apoſtles of Chriſt,but this? 
The Apoliles alleaged the examples 
of {cripture& they likewitecited the: 
The Apoltles cited the authority of 
the Plalms , & they likewiſe ulcd it: 
The Apoſtles uted the ſayings of the 
Prophets , and they in hike manner 
brought them forth, But when that 
ſcripture which was alike alleadged, 


alike cited, alike brought forth , was 


not alike, & in one ſente expounded, 
then were ditcerned the ſimple from 
the: craftie , the ſincere from the 
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counterfeit, the right and good from 
the froward and peryerſe:andto con« 
clude, the true Apoſtles from thole 
falſeA poſtates. And no maryel(faith 
S, Pau!) For Sathan himſelf tranſ- 
figureth himſelf into an” Angel of 
light, it 1s no great matter therefore 
F his miniſters be transfigured- as 
the miniſters of Jmſfice, Where- 
fore according: to Saint Pan, when- 
ſoevercithertalle Apoſtles, or falfe 
Prophets,or falfe Dofours do bring 
forth the words of holy Scripture, by 
Which they would according tether 
corrupt interpretation. confirm their 
errour:, there is no doubt, - but that 
they follow thecrafty ſlight of their 
malter, -which' ſurely he'would'n&- 
yer have invented, bur that he know-- 
eth very well, that there is no readi= 
er way. to decciye the people, lic 
where the bringing in of wicked er- 
rour is'intended, that there the au- 
thotity of the word of God ſhould: 
| | F 5 be: 
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be pretended. But ſome will ſay, 
how prove you that the Deyill uſerh 
to alledge the Scripture? Such as 
dcubt thereof let them reade theGo- 
ſpel,where it is written:T hey the de- 
vill took him ap ( that 18 our Lord 
and Sayiour) axd ſet hin upon the 
pinnacle of the Temple, and ſaid un- 
ro him, If thou be the Sonne of God, 
caſt thy ſelf down, for it 1 written 
that he will give bis eAngels charge 
of thee, that they may keep thee in 
all thy wayes, in their bands ſhall 
they fold thee up, leſt perhaps thou 
knock thy foot againſt a ſtone. Mat. 4, 
How will he , thiock you, handle 
poor filly ſouls, which ſoferteth up- 
on the Lord of Majeſtie with the au- 
thority of Scripture ? If jthow be 


(quoth he) the Son of God, caſ} thy 
felf down, Why. to ? For it is writs 


zen. (quoth he): we arediligently to 
weigh thedoCtrine of this place and 
to keep it in'mind, that by ſonota» 
. ble an example of the C 


cripture ,. 
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we make no ſcruple or doubt, when 
we fee any _— ſome place of 
the Apoſiles, or Prophers, againſt 
the Catholick Faith, butithat by his 
mouth the Deyil im(ſdf doth ſpeak. 
For asat that time, the head ſpake 
unto the-head, ſo now the members 
dotalk unto the members ; that is , 
the members of the Devil to the 
members of Chriſt , the faithleſſe 
to the fairhfull, the irreligious tothe. 
religious , to conclude, Hereticks to, 
Catholicks, But what I pray, (aith 


the Devil ? 1f chow. be the Sonne of © 


God ( quoth he) caſt thy ſelf down. 
Thar is to ſay - Dehireft thou to be 
the Son of God, and to injoy the 
inheritance of the kingdome of Hea- 
ven, Caſt thy ſelf dawn, that is, Caſt 
thy ſelf down from this doQtrine and 


tradition of this high and lofty 


Church, which is reputed to be the 
Temple of God.., And if any one 
demand of theſe Hereticks, per- 
iwading them fuch things , how, 
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do you prove and conyince me 
that I ought to forlake the old 
and Uniyerſall Faith of the Ca- 


tholick Church; ſtraight wayes is 


ready at hand : For it is written : 
and forthwith he will alledge you a 
thoutand Teſtimonies, a thouſand 
Examplez , a thouſand authorities 
out of the Law, out of the Palms, 
out of the Apoſtles, out of | the 
Prophets ; by which, expounded 
after a new. and wicked faſhion,he 
would throw headlong unfortunate 
ſouls, from the Tower of the Catho- 


lick Church, into the deep dungeon 


of wicked Hereſe.. Now with:thele 
ſweet promiſes which follow, Here- 
ticks do wonderfully deceive ſimple 
men. For they dare promiſe and 
teach that in their Church, that 1s in 
the conyenticle of;their communion, 
3s to be found a great and fpeciall', 

ea and a. certain perſonall-grace 


of God: So that whoſoeyer be one 


of their crew , they ſhall ſtraight- 
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wayes without any labour , with- 
out any fludy, without any induſtry, 
yea although they never'ſeek, nor 
crave. nor knock, haye ſuch {peciall 
diſpenſation, that they ſhall be car- 
ried up with the hands of Angels , 
that is, preſeryed by Angelicall pro- 
te&ion .; that they never hurt their 
foot againſt a ſtone, that is , that 
they never can be ſcandalized. But 
fome mar! will fay,, It the Devil 
and his Diſciples, whereof ſome be 
falſe Apoſtles, falle: Prophets , and 
falſe Teachers, and all perfect” He> 
reticks, do-ule the Scriptares , cite 
their ſayings, ' bring forth their pro- 
miles ; what: ſhall” Catholick men 
do? How ſhall the children of the 
Church behaye themſelves ? How 
{ball they in the holy Scriprures di- 
{cen truth from falſhood ?'-' To 
which I. anſwer, that , They mult 
baye greatGre ( as inthe beginning 
of this Treatife 1 faid , holy and 
learned men taught me)that they in- 
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terpret the Divine and Canonicall 
Scripture according to the Tradition 


of the Univertall Church, according 


to the rules of the Catholick do- 
rine : in which likewite they muſt 
'of neceſlity follow, univeriality, an- 
-iquity, and conſent of the Catholick 
and Apoſtiolick Church. And there- 
fore, if at any time a part rebell a- 
'gainſt the whole, noveiry againſt 
antiquity, the difſention of one or 
a few (feduced withertour ) againſt 
the conſent of all, or the farre grea- 


ter part of Catholicks ; in that cale- 
letthem preferre the integrity of u- 
niverſality, before the corruption of 


a part ; and in univerſality, let them 


allo preferre the re] 1g1on of antiqui- 
ty before profane noyelty ; and a- 


g21n in antiquity, Jet them preferre, 
before the temerity of one. oria few, 
the decrees of a generall Councell , 
if any be ; or if no ſuch be found, 
let them take that which is = 

hand 
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hand , that is, to follow the opini- 
ons of many and great learned Do- 
Rours agreeing together: All which 
faithfully, ſoberly, diligently obler- 
ved and kept ; by Gods grace, we 
ſhall without any great difficulty 
diſcoyer the errours of new upſtart. 
Herericks, 


CnuaP., XIV. 
| = bb I perceive in order it fol- 


loweth,to ſhew by examples 
how the profane novelties of Here 
ticks are,by bringing forth and com» 
paring the old Doctours- opinions. 
agreeing together, to: be found out. 
and condemned: which ancient con 
ſent of holy Fathers, is not ſocare= 
fully anddiligently to be fought for 
and followed in eyery ſmall queſtion 
ofthe Scripture ; bur onely, and that 
eſpecially inthe rule of faith ; nei- 
' Ther yet alwayes , nor all Hereſies 
ac 
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are after this ſort to be impugneq, 


but onely ſuch as be new and up- 


ſtart ; to wit, at their ficlt {pringing 


up, and beforc they haye(as hindre 

by the ſhortneſſc of time) talfitied 
the rules of the antient faich, and be- 
fore the poylon ſpreading farre a+ 
broad, goeth about to corrupt the 
Fathers works : But thole herefics 
which have already got ground.and 
be of ſome continuance, are not this 
Way to be dealt withall ; becauſe by 
long tract of time they have had ops 


portunity to ſteal truth. And there- 


tore ſiich kind. of profane ichitms and 
herefies which be of longer [tanding, 
we mulſt-not-etherwite convince, but 
either onely; if need be, by th2 au- 
thority of the Scriprures.orels ayoid 
and deteſt them; being already con- 
victed and .condemacd in old time 
by generali Councels of: the: Catho- 
lick Church, Therefore lo ſoon as a - 


py infeCtzous error beginech to break. 


forth, 
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forth , and for her defence to ſteale 
certain words of holy ſcripture, and 
craftily and fraudulently to expound 
them ; ſtraight-wayes for the right 
underſtanding thereof the Fathers 
opinions are to be gathered togither, 
by which let any what ſoevernew, 
and therefore prophane , doctrine 
growing up With out all delay be 
dejeRted & ſpeedily condemned. But 
thoſe Fathers opinions only areto be 
conferred togither which with holi- 
neſſe, wifdome, and conſtancy,lived, 
caught , and continued in the faith, 
and communion of the Catholick 
Chutch,and finally deſerved tody in 
Chriſt, or happily for Chtift to be 
martyred : whom -notwith{tandin 
we are to beleeve with this condition, 
that whatſoever either all, or the 
greater part with one mind, plainly, 
commonly,and conſtantly,as it were 
a Councell of Doctours, agrecing 
rogether haye decreed and fer down, 
LECELY.- 
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receiving it from their anceſtours, | 
holding it for their time , and deli- | 


yering it to their polteritie ; let that 
be had and accounted for und@ubt- 
ed, for-certain and firme truth. And 


1 
| 


| 
| 


| 


whatſoever any, although holy and | 


learned,although a Biſhop,alchough 


a Confeſſour, and Martyr hath hol- 
den otherwile then all , or againſt 
all, let that be put afide from the au- 
thoritie ofthe common, publick, and 
general! faich, and reputed among[i 
his own proper , private , and lecret 
opinions , leaſt with great danger 
of eternall falyation, we do accord- 


ing to the cuſtome of facrilegious | 
Hereticks and Schiſmaticks, forlake | 


the trueth of the uniyerſall faith, 
and follow the noyell errour of lome 
one man. The holy&Catholick mind 
of which blefled Fathers leaſt any 
man think that he may rafhly con- 
temae , The Apoſtle tayeth in his 


firſt epiltle to the Corinthians : Ard 


ſome 


Cs 


4 ot ee 


A. _ 


The Golden Treatiſe. 115 
ſome werily hath God ſet tn his 
Church, firſt eApoſtes 1 Cor. 12. 
of which himſelf was one : Second- 
ly Prophets as eAgabims was, of 
whom we read inthe ACts,cap.11. 
Thirdly DoGtogrs, which novy are 
called Trattetorrs, vyhom alto this 
Apoſtle ſome time namech Pro- 
phets, (becauſe their office yyas to 
expound and declare to the people 
the myſteries of the Prophets; theſe 
therefore , diſpoſed and placed by 
God atdiyerstimes and ſundry pla= 
ces, agreeing and conſenting all in 
one mind in- Chriſt, touching the 
undeiftanding ofthe Catholick faith 
whoſoever contemneth , doth not 
contemne man but God : and that 
we diſagree not by any means from 
the perfe&t and true unitie of thoſe 
Fathers , the ſame Apoltle doth 
earneſtly beſeech all Chrittiars, ſay- 
ing : / beſeech you brethren that you 
ſay all one thing ,and that there bee no 


ſchiſms 
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Schiſmes among you , but that you 
be perfett in one ſenſe and in one 
knowledge.1 (or. 1 Ardifapy man 
ſeparate himlelt from the communi- 
on of their opinion, Jet him hear that 
ſaying of the ſame A polile: He ts not 
theGod of diſſention,but of peace: ch, 
I 4. that is, not of him that leayeth 
conſent and unity, but of them that 
remain 1n peace and agreement : 
eAs 1 do( quothhe), teach in all 
the Churches of the Saints, that is, 
of the Catholicks, which therefore 
be holy becauſe they continue in 
the communion of the faith . And 
leaſt happily any one ſhould con- 
temne others, aad proudly require 
onely to be heard, onely to be be- 
leeyed, iraijght after he laith : Y'har 
hath the Word of God ( quoth he ) 
proceeded from you, or hath it onely 
come unto you! And leaſt this might 
be taken as ſpoken (lightly , he ad- 
deth : If any ( quoth he ) ſeemeth « 


Pro- 
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Prophet or ſpirntuall, that is, a ma- 
ſer in {pirituall marceis, let him be 
a zealous lover of unity and peace, 
in fuch wiſe that he neither preferre . 
his own opinion before ' the judge- 
ment of others, neither leaye or for- 
lake the ſenſe and common conſent 
of all men. The commandement s of 
which things he that « ( quoth he ) 
ignorant of, that 1s, he that learneth 
not thoſe things which he yet knows 
eth not, or contemneth thoſe which 
ke knoweth, he (hall not be known, 
that is, he ſhall be thought unwor- 
thy, whom amonelt luch as be uni 
ted in faich and equall humility , 
God ſhould regard and look upon: 
a greater eyil then w®h ] dgubr whe- 
ther any man can invent or devile; 
which yet notwithſtanding {/accord- 
Ng to the Apoliles comination ) 
we fee to haye fallen Upon Teli- 
an the Pelagian, who either con= 
temned to be joined at all in opinion 


with 
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with his fellows , or elſe preſumed 
to ſeparate himſelf from their ſo- 
Cietie and communion. 
But now it is time to bring forth 
the example which we promiſed: 
how and after what fort the judge- 
ment and opinions of holy Fathers 


were gathered: togither,thar accord {| 


og to them by the decree 8 autho- 


rity of a Councell the rule of faith: | 


might be ſet down:which to'the end 


that I may more commodiouſly do, 


ET will here make an end ofthis com- 
monitorie , and ſo take another be- 
ginning for declaring of thoſe things 
which do follow. 
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eA Recapitulation of all that 

hath been ſaid tn the for- 

mer two books. 

SONG HI CH being ſo,itis 
xt ff now time that in the 
aig cnd of this ſecond book 
RET werecapitulate & touch 

in few words the Summe of all that 

which in theſe two commonitorie 
books hath been ſpoken. V Veſaied 
in the premifſes that this alwaies 
hath been , and'at this day is the cu= 
ſtom of Catholikes to try and exam= 
inetrue faith rwo manner of waies. 

Firſt by the authoritie of the divine 

{cripture : fecondly by the tradition 

of the Catholick Church; not be= 

caule the Canonicall {cipture is not 
as 
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as to it{elf tufhcient for all things, 
but becauſe very many expounding 
Geds word at theivown pleaſure-, 
do thereby bring forth and hatch up 
diyers opinions and errours, And 
for that caule it is neceflary that the 
interpretation of the diyine Scripture 
be directed according to the one 
onely rule of the Churches tnnder- 
Nanding : eſpecially in thoſe quetti- 
ons upon Which the foundation of 
the whole Catholick religion doth 
depend. Likewiſe we ſaid that in the 
Church we were to conſider the con- 
ſent both of univerlality,and antiqui- 
ty,ſothat we be neither carried away 
from ſound unity to {chitm, nor yet 
caſt headlongfrom antiquityof religi- 
on into the dangerous gulf of hereti- 
cal noyelties, We laid allo tbar in an- 
tiquity we were diligently to obſerve 
and ſeriouſly to confider two thinge, 
unto Which all thoſe that will not 


hereticks muſt of neceflity ſtand. The 
| firlt 
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firſt is; that which hathin old time 


| beendetermened by all the Biſhops 


of .the Catholick Church by au=- - 
thority of a genera!l Councell, The 
ſecond is that, if any new queſtion 
did arite in which the determina» 
tion of a Tour.ccll were not to be 
found, that thea we ought to have 
recourie to the layings of the holy 
fathers, bur yet of thcie only who 
in their time and place , weie ap- 
proved malters, beirg luch as lived 
and dyed in the unity of che com- 
munion and faiths And whatioes 
yer we knew that they bcleeved and 
taught with one mind and conſent, 
to judge and take that without ail 
ſcruple to be the rue and Cacholick 
Religion of che Chuich, | 
And leaſt any mon m'ght think 
that we aicd this rake: of  pre= 
lumprion then of any authoiity.of 
the Chu:ch,we gave anexample of 


the holy councel, holden alualt three 


G years 
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ars frhetice at Epheſus a City in! | 
Af4 inthe ume of the right honou»'! | 
rable Comtuls Byſ[ns and Autiochus, | 
ift which diſputation was had of con». | 
fticuting and ſetting down rules of 
faith : and lealt there mighe by: | 


chance tome prophane Novelty: | 


creep in, as happened at that perfi- | 
dious meeting in Arimizurs , this | 
was reputed and thought the molt 
Catholick, holy, and bcft courle to 
be taken , by the judgement of all 
che Biſhops there preſent , which 
were alhnoſt rwo hundred in number, 
that the opinions of thote Fathers 
ſhould be brought forth, of whom i 
was certaine that tome of them had 
been Marryrs,divers Confefſours 8 
all to have lived and died Catholick 
Prieſts that by their authority, con- 
fenr and verdict, the old religion 
might be rightly and ſolemnly con- 
finned , and blaſphemors prophane 
novelties condemned ; which being 


lo 
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ſo done worthily and juftly, Neſfo- 
ris was judged to haye taught con- 
trary to the old- Cathofick religion, 
and bleſſed Cyr#/l to have matorat- 
ned holy and tacred antiquity. And 
to the end nothin might be want- 
ig which procureth credit; we 'pitt 
down allo the names and number of 
theſe Fathers (although not remem- 
bringcheir order)according to whoſe 
contem and umform dottrine both 
the texts of holy feriprure were ex- 
pounded,and the rule of Gods word 
eſtabliſhed. Neither will it here be 
ſaperfluous for memory ſake to re- 

t them afl once again, Thefechen 
the names of them whoſe works 
were cited jn thar Councelt  &- 
ther- as judges or elte - witneſſes, 

S, Peter Biſhop of eAlxandrin, 

a molt excellent DoRour and bfef- 

fed Martyr. S. eAthanaſtu Bi-- 

ſhopof rhe {ame tea, a moſt fairhfull 

G 2 teacher 
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teacher and famous Confeſſour. S. 
' Theophilus Biſhop allo of the ſame 
City , a notable man for faith, lite, 
ard learning. next after whom ſuc- 
ceeded yenerable Cyrill, who at this 


preſent doth honour the Church of | 


eAlexandria. And that no man 
happily ſhould ſuſpeR that this was 
the doQtrine of one City , or of one 
Province : to the former there were 
adjoyned thoſe twelights of Capps- 
docia . Saint Gregory Biſhop , and 
Confcſlour of Nazianzene, & St. 
Baſil Biſhop and Confefſour of Ce» 


ſar1a,and allo another Saint Gregory 


Nyſſen worthyfor his mecit of faith, 
conyerlation,integrity, and wildom 
of ſuch a brother as Baſi/ was. And 
for proof that not onely theGreek & 
Fatt Church , but allo the Latine, 
and Weſt, were alwayes of the 
ſame opinion, the letters of Saint 
Felix Martyr , and Saint Jie, 


both Biſhops of Rome , which 
they 
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they. wrote unto certaine men , Were 
there read. And that not onely the 
head of the world , butalio the o=: 
ther parts ſhould give teſtimony in 
that judgement: From the South 
they had bleſſed S. Cyprian, from 
the'North - S. Ambroſe Biſhop of 
Man. Thele then be the holy 
Fathers, agreeing with that ſacred 
number ofthe ten Commandements, 
Which were alleadged: -in the 
Councell of Epheſus , as Maſters , 
Councellours, W nneſles, and. Jud- 
ges; whoſe doQtrine the blefled Sy- 
zod holding, tollowing whole coun- 
ſell, belceving whole teſtimony , o= 
beying whole judgement , without 
ſpite, without preſumption & with= 
out fayour, pronounced , and gave 
ſentence concerning the rules of 
faith; And albeit 2 farre greater 
number of Fathers might have 
been ſet down , yet Was.it not ne- 
ceflary,becaule it was- not requiſite 
G 3 that 
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_ that time ſhould be ſpent with mul- 
titude of witneſſes : and further, no | 
man doubted but that tho(le ten did | 
lictle differ in opinion from all the | 
reſt of their fellow Biſhops. After | 
all thiswe ſet down the wotthy ſen- | 
rence of Cyrill, which is to be 
found in the Ecclehafticall a&ts of | 
that Councell. For when the Epi- 
{tle of S. Capreolns Biſhop of Care 
thage was read, who intended no- 
thing elle, nothing elte defired , bur 
that novelty might be overthrown , 
and antiquity defended, Biſhop Cy- 
ril (pakeand gave his definition in 
this tort : tor 1 have thought good 
not to-omit it here : thele then be 
his words in the end of the acts of 
that Councell, And this epiſtle 
( quoth he) of the venerable and 

rel:giows man Capreolus Biſhvp of # 
Carthage, ſhall be ad;omed to the 
faith of the Countels atts, whoſe 0- 
pinion 1s plain and perſpicuens, for 


7 
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-he deſireth that \tht doftrine of thF 
old faith may be confirmed, and new 

opemens ſuper finonſly invemed, and 

impionfly ſpread abroad, may be re- 

+d and condenned. To whith 

all the Biſhops with one conleng crt- 

ed out : This we fpeake all, chis we | 
teach aff, this we defire alf, What 1 
beleech you faid they all, what deſi- 


""'xed they all ? furely nethngelic buc 


that that u hich was of old time de- 
hvered, might be ſill retained, and 
that which _—= aewhe w_ 
might !peedihe be rezeSted. Aſter 
char wer ted —— highly 
commended the great humilitie and 
holineffe of that Councell', in which 
were (© many Biſhops, almelt the 
greater part of whom were Afetys- 
folitans, of luch crudition , of fudh 
learning , that they were almoſt all 
kufhcient to have diſputed of matters 
of Faith; W hich oreat aſſemblie and 
meeting together although it might 
: 4 LA 
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in ſome mans' opinion have im» 
boldened them to preſime and 
determine ſomewhat of them= 
felycs , yer they delivered nothing, 
preiumed nothing og arrogated - no- 
thing to themiclyes 5 but above all 
things, they were very - Carefull 
not to leave any thing to poſie- 
rity , Which before they od not 


received of their fore-tachers, not © 


thinking it ſufficient. to diſpole 
well ot the bulinefle then pretcnr, 
but allo to leaye an example to 
their poſteriry, how they in like 
- manner ſhould reverence the Re- 
ligion of--facred Antiquity , -and 
utterly condemn the myentions 


of profane Noyeltic ; We in-- 


yeighed allo againſtthe wicked 
pou tion of Neſtoriys :- who 

ws , that he was the firſt 
and the onely man which under- 


flood the Scriptures, and that 
all 
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all others which before his daies 
preached and taught, allchat inter- 
preted and expounded the word of 
God;were ignorant and unskiltull, 
thatis, all Prieſts, -all Contefſours 
and: Martyrs, of whom ſome had 
expounde Gods law, others allows 
ed and believed them; to conclude 
he maintained that che Church both 

* now did erre, and alwayes had er- 
red, becaule as he thought, it had 
and did tollow unlearned and erro» 
neous Do&ours, All which. albcir 
they were abundantly ſufficient for 
the overthrow and extinguiſhing of 
all profane noyelties: Yerlealt chat 
ought ſhould in ſuch plenty of 
proofs be wanting, we added tor a 
concluſion , a double authority of 
the Sea Apoltolick, the one of holy 
Pope Xiſtas, which venerable fa- 
ther now honoureth the Church of 
Rome, the other of Pope Celeſtings 
of bleſſed memory his predecefiour, 
G 5 wWhick 
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which I haye thought = all here 
to ſer down. Pope X:fus thenin 
his Epiſtle which he wrote to the 
Biſhop of Amtiech touching the 
cauſe of Neſtoria , | fainh thus, 


Therefore { quoth he ) becaiv/t, as. 


the Apollle ſaith, rhe faith is one , 
that which evidemly hath ob- 
£4ined to be (o called , let us be- 
feeve, and ſuch things as are to 
be holder let us beleewe. Atterward 
he prolecuteth and explicateth whiat 
tholethings be, which areto be be- 
leeved, what they be whichare to 
be kept, laying thus: Nothing(quoth 
he) « further lawfull for Nov:lty, 


Canſe it 15 comventent that nethi 
be added to eAntiquity. The fair 
and belief of onr forefathers ts clear 
and perſpicuons, let it not betrou- 
bled ner defiled with any permixtion 
of dirt or mire. ApoRtolically tpok- 
en in commendation- of our fore- 


lathers faich, to compare it to _ 
an 
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and perſpicuiry, and in likening no- 
yell a to the ata of 
filth and mire. Pope Celeſfinms like- 
wile is of the fame opinion, for in 
his Epiftle which he fent to the 
Priefts of France, wherein he repre- 
hendeth their diflimwlation, in that 
by their Glerice they left the old faith 
delice, and wuffired profane No- 
yelties to {pring up, thus he writeth: 
Worthily ( quoth he ) the conſe doth 
ronch «,if with felence we foſter e- 
roxy ; therfore (et ſuch men be cor- 
retted. let them have no liberty to 
ſpeake at their pleaſure. Some hap- 
pily may doubt who they be, whom 
he forbideth to haye their liberty in 
ſpeaking, whether the preachers of 
antiquity, or the inventours of 
novelties : Let him ſpeak, and dil- 
charge the Reader of this doubt, 
for it followeth : Lee Novelty 
ecaſe ( quoth he ) if the matter 
be ſo: that is, if thar be true which 

divers 
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divers accuſe unto me your Cities 
and Ptovinces, that through your 
pemicious dithmularion you cauſe 
them to yield unto certain new do- 
Etrine: Therfore ( quoth he ) if the 
watter be ſo, let Novelty ceaſe 18 
muleſt eAntigquity. This then was 
the blefled opinion of holy Celeſti- 
2K, not that Antiquity ſhould ceaſe 
to overthrow Novelty, but tather 
that Noyclty ſhould give over to 
trouble Antiquity. Which Apolto- 
Iick and Catholick decrecs whoto- 
ever reſiſts, firlt of necclity he mult 
proudly contemn the memory of S. 
Celeſt;2485,9 ho defined that noyelty 
ſhould giye over to provoke anti- 
quity. Again he mult jeſt and ſcoff 
at the deciee of holy X:i/{#s, whole 
judgement is, that ncethuvg is lawfull 
tor novelty, becauie it is not coveni- 
ent that ought be added to anti- 
| quit: Again he muſt contema 

the determination of bleſſed C ris 
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who highly commended the zeal 
of yenerable (apreolw, in. that he 
defired, that the old Articles of 
Faith ſhould be confirmed, and 
new : inyentions utterly condem=« 
ned. Likewiſe he mult reject the 
Conncell of Epheſus, that is, the 


judgement almolt of all the ho- 


ly Biſhops of the Eaſt,. who inſpi- 
red by God, would not decree that 
polterity ſhould. beleeye ought, but 
that which the facred Antiquity of 
our Foretathers agreeing togerher 
in Chriſt had holden and belceyed, 
who with their uniform allowing 
and acclamation teſtified, thar they 
all decreed , all wiſhed, all gave 
judgement, that as all Hereticks al- 
molt before Neftorins contemning 
antiquity and defending Novelty 
were condemned : fo likewite Ne- 
forins himiclt the Authour of No- 
velty and impugner of Antiquity 
ſhuuld be condemaed. Whole = 
cre 
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cred conſent and agreement pro® 
ceeding from Gods goodnefle if A- 
any diilike , what remainech bur 
that he maintain that Ne{for ins 
his profane opinion was un jufily 
condemned ? Finatly he alto 
reject ana contemn the uniyerdſall 
Church of Chriſt, and her maſters 
the Apoliles and Prophets, and 
eſpecially the doctrineofS. P aur, 
as dregs and drofle. The uriyer- 
fall Church , _— ſhe hach. al- 
wWayes religion ept and main= 
TEES ut wes-on 
delivered; $. P aur, becauſe he 
haththus written, O Tamorhy. keep 
the depeſitums,avoid ing profane No- 
wvelties of wojces: And again, if any 
preach wnts you otherwiſe, then 
have rectivedbe he accurſed.Sorbat 
if neicher the Apolile his definiti- 
en, nor the Eccleſiafticall Canons 
to be violated, by which ac- 
carding to the ſacred content of uni- 


verſality 
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yerfality and antiquity, alwayes all 
hereticks, and laſtly Pelagirs, ( e- 
leſtinus, and Neſtorins were julily 
& deſervedly condemned; turely ne- 
cefſary it is chat hereafter all Cathos 
licks which deſire to ſhew themſelycs 
true children of their mother the 
Church,adhere, joyn, and ſtick clole 
unto the holy faith of their holy Fa- 
thers, deteſting and abhorring, pur- 
ſuing and oppoting the profane no- 
yelties of ail profane milſcreants 
whatloever. This almoſt is the 
ſumme of that which in thetſe two 
Commonitory Books we haye more 
amply diſcourſed of, and now after 
the manner of recapitulation in few- 
er words gathered together, that my 
memory, tor helping whereof I have 
wrote this Treatile, may both with 
daily admonition be repaired, and 
yet not oyerlaid with any tedious 
prolixity. 

FINTS. 


